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The Easter Camp of 1959 was held at Rheban, seven miles
south of Orford on the Bast Coast. We were favoured by fine
 weather throughout the long weekend, and were able to make
full use of the opportunities offered for observations in
this very attractive area.

The camp-site, made available to us by Me. H. J. Gray,
wag formerly occupled by ths old "Aheban® homestead, which
uwes for a short time a hotel in the fmmediate pos’t.-uar
years, and was burned to the ground sboubt ten yeers sgo.
It.was 2 novel gituation for us, pitching cemp amid the
exotic trees of the old garden, with old freestons barna
and threo very interesting water-noles closc by.

The outlook from the camp was all that could be dasi-
21 = gluost at our faect wes the recky shore of Mercury
Pogsage separating us frop Maria T -wd, which dmmizntes
the views clong this purt of the euast, Juct to the lsft
woe the northern end of 24 wile-long Bheban Beach, one of
the best We have, and the old jetty now dilepidated and use=-
lesz. To the gouth of the camp waa the brond marghy ogt-
usry of the Sandspit River, which haas been a-bird sanctucry
far soms years. The stesp hill immedictely behind the
canmp was sparsely covered by Blue Gums, ofher h11y fdhar
back were nore heavily wooded.

The ecanp Wes erectad end pirpered must ably by the
wuntiring Canp Comitbes, -wdar the leaderskip of Mr. H.F.
Sorglson, during tho preceding week, so Lhat when bhe noln
perty arrived Just befsmu il p.n. on-Thursday evening cupa
ef coffes were ready und nenbors could retire to their beds
wlidch were alrsady prepared.

On Good Fridsy morning most members climbed to the top
of the hill behind caup, from which extensivoe viows of the
purrounding district were obtalned. The mmerous water
channels through the nmarsh on both sides of the Sandspit
River were clearly seen. After lunch the marsh was vigited,
the party following the track frem the cmmpsite to the ford
across tho River,



=2

Following a vory dry aseason there was very little water,
oxeapt in the well-defined channels which were dug neny years
ago in efforts to drain the ores for agricultural purposes,
and 1ittle difficulty wos experienced. Upon reaching the
ford ve followed the northern bank of the river to its mouth
naar the far end of the beach, and returned to camp along the
gseashore. Tho bird observers wors well catered for in this
aren, whora a variety of woter end shore-birds wore seon,
Imediately behind the beach 18 a nurrow strip of coastal
serub and bracken, which slso provided much of interest.

The oldest honestend in the district, "Eerlhan", on ths
southorn side of the River, waa visited on Seturdsy norning,
the party travelling a distance of about 4 niles by car,

Mra, Chosternen must bove been overvhelned by the invesion of
har hons, bub she readily allowed everyona to wander through
the houso, built in ths carly colondal style, and ndnire the
woy in which they have introduccd nodern ancnitios without
disturbing the charn of the lovely old building, The stono-
flaggod verandah with its posts of Oyater Bay Pine is o fedte
urc. The old barn with its hondenndo wool-pross, the hondi-
work of John Cotton, the eriginal cwner, was alsc inanpecled.
Froa "Barlho" the party proceeded across the poddocks to the
goutharn side of tho Sandspit River vouth whero lunch was takon.
Most nocbers spent the afteracon in thot ares, following thelr
interests, vhile sono of the moro ensrgetic cnos walked to
Cocklo Bay, some =llos down the coost. A1l returned safely
to camp in good {ize to do justice to a fine neal proparod by
our good chal, Andre,

Sunday worning downed fine and zild 3o by previous arrango-
ment a large fishing boet arrived fron Triabunnn to toke our
party scross to Maris Island., It was unfortunstc thot ncither
ot Rbobon nor at Chinmoan®s Boy, on Maris Islond, was there a
jotty which could be used, so that it was nccessary to ferry
nesbars fron the shore to the boat dnd vice verss in two ouell
dinghics, This occupied four walusble hours in all, so that
our tine on the island wes unduly liniteds The journsy to
Chinannn's Bay was unaventful, and a delightful spot wos found
for the picmic lunch, aftor which nembers scattered in warlous
firceticns.
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Sone visited Long Point to sec tho ruins of conviet enlls
still visible on thc hillside, cnd then tioved on to sce what
two snall lagoons hnd to offer, Others followed the neck beach,
ond then crcased to Riedle Boy on tha sustorn side, while
still othors just rouned about or sut gquietly on the beach,
The return journmey was morc lively, as a slight N.E. bresze,
which had been blowing gently in the morning, gradually
incrensed in strength and brought the tenpersture down con-
siderably. As socmoone said afterwnrds - "We travelled a long
way up and down, but not very for along", However, merbers
proved good seilcrs as well as good noturalists, and ell
agreed that the excursion had bsen vory worthwhile cnd enjoy-
sble. Thet cvening (Baster Day) a short church service wae
hold in the marquoa aftor the dimmer hod been cleared up.

In eontrost to the previcus days, ne organised outings
wers held on Mondny, but meobers found plenty to occupy their
tims. OSwinmdng proved & popular p ib-time on this day as
well as on othora; while short exel "sions were nade by indive
iduals or snell parties to £il1l in gaps in their observations.

No account of an Easter Canp would be roaplete without
refercnce to the evening activities, Our proetice of arrang-
ing one or more cacpfires hnd te be ebandoncd because of the
Pire Dengoer Peorlod exdsting ofter the long dry sunner,
ﬁn._pers grthored in the big marquee acch ovening, firstly,

to report cbservations of the day. ant secondly, to hear
ghort talks on tha histcry, nofurnl -ard nt-herwiae, of the
Hsteirl. OConoundty sir 7ing and individual itens canpicted
the ontertainment, which was followed by supper. On Sntorday
gvoning necbers rotired to the hay-loft aftor supper to enjoy
e repl barn dance oy lanbern light.

The last night in canp has developed into o night of
gpecial entertainnent, and this year was no cxception. We
were sble to return hospitality to our hosta, Mr. & Mra,
Gray ond farmily, and Mr. & Mrs. Chestermon and fanily at the
concert on that evening, and a good munber of the menbers
provided o wide varioty of items. Andre produced n benut-
4Pully decorsted cake for supper, after which the hay-loft
becane the scone of & Masked Ball. The varicty of costuncs
and pasks which materianlised for the o ~&leon was remazkable,

;:urg o good indication of the resourccfulness of the part-
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Cur spreial thanks are dug to Athol Yedland for provid- |

ing ousie for our entertaimments. i \

And g6 we came to the end of another tanp, for which cur |
Club has earned a fine reputation during riore than £ifty years. |
That it contimues %o ottraet such lorge sttendinces yoar after
year is 4 worn tribute to tho organissrs to whoo we g1l say =
very hoarty "Thank Yo, busy

Tuesday saw 211 handg/with the task of packing up zluogt

ten tons of gear and parsonal belongings, end clecrdng up

the gite. Idght drizzls set in during the torning, bubt by
that tine almost £11 tents wore gafely stowed asiny and the
work well sdvonceds, The fask was completed saon after lunch
and the last persons left the site Sefore 3 pun..

We have bsen ecuplinentod by Me. Gray for the sonnér 4n
which we tiddied up the sits beforo lesving. I hos olwoys
heen o soures of pride that we do this work thoroughly, snd
wo arg gled o know that o offorts are appreciated,

Those who aitended the eonp were:—

Hemsre. B. allen, H.K. Aves, D. Brensgsn, 4.8, Brownsll,

Go Brownell, J. Ghick, H. Dean, F.0. Eckland, J. Fargusscn,
. Cuidbert, LM, Hewer,; R, Hewer, B, Figks, F. Fing,

d. Eng, J. Lewls, J. Lugas, R. Hopriabe, J, Rossiter,

H.F, Sergigon, Mos d. Shavland, PLJ. Gawm, F. Toilsz,

B, Troughton, L. Wall, F. Websber, K. Walls, 1. Wilssn,

A Iﬂ-ﬂlﬂ.rld-

Mpzdones M. Bemiott, Branagan, 4. Button, B. Fleing, Scott,
¥. Tayler, Thorp, L.E. Wgll, 4, Tzoland,

Higses B. &llen, 8. Awes, G. hves, E. Aves, S, Barry,

M. Bronagen, B. Erice, R. Featherstons, M, Hewitt, P. Hewitt,
Hs Ibbott, Nix=lanes, Jensen, S. Johneton, Y. Louss, L. Miller,
4. Mechurst, J. Mitshell, E. Morrisby, C.H. Mosey, H. lash,
Parish (2), P. Perkins, Yecland, I.B, Pollit, E. Roberts,

E. Ross, K, Sergisen, P. Teyler, A, Well, B,MWall, €. Wall,

W, Westbreok, Masters P. Borrow, D. Denbroveki, P. Fergussen,
M. Hewitt, E. Johnston, Lueas, P, MeCormack, P. Wall, R.Mall,
5. Teoland,
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BOTANICAL OBSESVATIONS
(by E.E. ives)

From a floral point of wiuw Rheban wes rather disappoint-
ing, though no doubt thers was a great decl of botanieal
interest which vent umnoticed for the lnek of a really skilled
lsoder in boteny. Apporently nobods sow bloomez of the gutumn
flowering wonttle, Acacis bobtrvesphalo, though this hos been
recorded at all previous camps, nor the typleally subumn

orchid, Ericchilus autumnslis.

The dominant spscies of Eupalyatus around the camp was
thes bluo gum, E. globulus, with the peppermint E. linseris &
g&l}ﬂ gsscond, Recorded from the hillside above the camp ware
bracisn Pheris gouilinc, hects Epoeris iuprogsa, ground hesth
Lissepthe strivose, cranbersy fstro! s hundfusun, Oyathodes
spp, dogwood Ponodorrds spetals, be Bursaria spinosa,
Epilobiun glsbollum, Geraniumvotundifolium, Hoves, blusbell

Hahlanbereia gracilis.

On thoe sultnarsh, samphire Sglicornds srbugeuls and
3. nustrgllg, and on the sandy sirip between river and beach
a light sorub of Jonkais marsinats notive chorry Lxocarcus
gupressifornlg, boobynlla deasis pophoras, bluclkwood L, _ol-
ancxylon, black wattle A._.ceurrens, with sueh low shrubs as
runring postoen Kﬂm_ prostrete and Viols hoderzeas.

Betwsen Borlhon and Cockle Bay the following were added
from pasture, gullics and sandhills - burr gcaeps sunuigorboo,
sag Xerotes Jongifolia, prickly nosce Acacln verticillota, tez
tres Leptospermu seopardun, she-sak Cosusrdna ousdrivelvig
bull-ock G, striets, parrote food M elinbing
blue-borry Billarcierslonslfolia,
glo, whitebeards Leucoposon custralis & L. richei, Slusberry
Dignolls tosmnnion, prickly becuty Pultenes Juniperipa, Bod-
fordic lipearis, Eucclynbus oveta, filsc bocbyalla Hyoporsd

» Isotong Tluviatilis. Hony poople were intrigued
hars by the seo-holly Eryngiun vesleulosun, a erioping
thigtle=1ike plant,
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- Our. very practiesl morine expert, Hr. J.Fermussomn,
brought. in nany interesting specliuene of freoshly-cnught fish,
but in the sbsence of a specialist these ware studied nore
for their gostronorde thon their iecthyclogicel interest.

Good work was dons by Mr, D. Wilson in elassifying nnd

nening shells brought in‘E:y Thepe insluded - 'E'ILi:I:til':"sr EE
Hociolus spn,, Glycymoris stristuleris, Collana solids,
fecten meridionalis — Eguichlimys bilrons - Ghlcnys Asneri—
oig (Soallops), Anblychilepos jovenigsenis, Austrocochles
sopcougrnte, Fhnedancila suebrelis, fmorome undulata, Colus
sustralis, Dicakhnis texbilosa, Botocyrres piporiia, Flevro-
pazcn nustralagin, '

TERTE R,

Insects in the aver wese guite wvarded, ond inctudid a
mrher of the large brown tentis, neny of which wers cbaervad
Inrinsthelr egps. i

Ouly two spstiss of busterfiies wers geen flyins - the
togdar brpus ond the Comon Brown, Fousver; specicl ceonbion
shionid T mede-of the direcovery neny the mouth of tha Sondapit
Aiver of = eolony of the scarce Tasmcnien Halretrenic (Pasmdal-
morug ¢hlecindal, This nmow enlarsos the kwown vange o this
sheolca eobeiderably.

spother Imporiant £ipd - tedo et IBprlhont WA oHe Emaaien
i Bho &v. anidzoda Oross Spider, which i rore in Tasonpdia,
HEPEILRS - (by' heil, Eouer)

Rhgban proved disopp—dinting, dvring the 1959 T-star Cann,
for.lhe study of reptilea. Posdibly tho searei’y of thass

-geners]ly pom ho sa=ulaised Be Tedlof puatadsed samahing Jurd oy

e

i el s .
Only two species of snakes were seen - the Copperhead’ or
He b Snake {Denipmia superba) and ihs hkite-lipped lVikip
Snuke (D, cor _.:_;_;g;;_,@,a_.-;._é. The Piger Snike (Motorhis sorhotus),
Ithough known to cocur in the srtes, was mot sean.
Iizarde wors more mimerous, buw sona spervus whizh should
agour there Wore nob seen,
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The rost cozon 1igerd wns the sooll ekink, Lololsplisne pete

-, tho ono we sec nost often in suburbon gurdens, and
vory casily tamed. In this genus three other sposli_s word
voportods- (i) L. cntrecastomodi - of which tic uale follows
the usunl pattern found in birds, in that ho hos tho most
ecnspicusus ent Lripght colours. Ho hees g bright rod strips

ing along the side Sotwoon tho fromt and hind logs:

(1) L. t= ~fun - this i3 tho only skink found in Topnania
viich £ 073 egEs, ond is usuelly found sbundantly in
sandy ccunmtry: (1ii) L, cecllatu:, Tesuomin's only indignnous
1izard,of which only enc specinen was collcetod, though it
ghould be eaizon in the aron.

Of tha Agonids, or dregens, only one was scon - tnc little
Mowrtedn Dragon (anphibol » Althouph Enown In
souc distriets by such ricieulous nomgs ns "Hloodsucker® or
Wheath Adder®, this is onc of the tost haridess nonbers of the
roptile foune of Taspenio cnd nokes o Dost dalizhitful pot.
awover, it tuet be kept with oo abundanes of live food (ins—
cets only).

The Southorn Blus—tongiod Iisard (Tilisus risrolibon),
which oecurs sbundantly in the Orford-fhoban area, wos only
sion onee.  Legk of hot punmy doys would probably be the
roascn for the searcity of this spocics.

Tho 8nooth Rock lizard (Bmormis whitll) wes copion on
the rocky slopes of tho hill behdnd the canp, snd nany
spoci-ens wWoro brought in for fdontifiontlon.

Tho Slonder Skirk (Tiligus casuorinag) ccours ot Orford
and nt Broan Crock, s should slso ccour ot dhoban, but no
sluhtings wore roportod.

Progs wors vory searec, «us tu tho dry sooson. Orly
tuwo spoclos wors roesrded — the Brown Troos Fro (Hyls cwinmii)
gnd the Burrciing Frog (Licmodym 5T . Many othors
should bo found, and further observaticns in the orec ahould

produce nll of the fillowingt= Droun Frogled E%},
8nooth Froglet (G, loovis), Groon & Guld Bell Frog 4§
Yollow-gtriped or Horbled Frog {%&g-_@, ani tho
Tassania Tosdlet (Pscudophryne bibricpil.
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BIRD WOTES.(by L. E. Wall)

Ahebrn district con be regnrded as o Food arsn fop
Eirds os b containe o wide vaviety of habitobs. During
Baster, 1959, utbeervntlons were oode over o wide ares,
but not $o any iextent in the forested parts, ahd the follow-
ing rmt-e..—. domnot be songidered exhousative.

Th{'; o larpe rrosing proporbios in The distriet,

Ahsban® and MRarlhan, ‘consish tainly of grass poddoclks
with o good-mumber of eueslypls lafh oo shide LPoos.
Botweon these 1s the Scndepit River, o sugll strdan rising
in the hilla, ond fringod in its lower reaghes by ]_"ll"EL.- Arang
of nrsh, . The last —ile or 5o I3 tiddl, large areans of mud-
flcts being exposed ot low t,i..a.. The 1'i1rar braogks through
the bogch to. the sen over o send-bar which is subject to
considerable nwmarrbi

The gmasl-mﬁs ware well popul' fod with Epm'-n_ugnd Plo-
vors, Bastern Rosellds, liusk Parrots, White-bncked Magpioa,
Holey Mincrs, Grey Thrughes, Groy Eu‘t.chcrbirda and Rowens.
Aeong olwpe of shads trocs freen Aopellas, Dusky Wood=
swallows, Yellow=throated Ho m:.re’tm:s 5 Bluck-hended Honcy-
enters, Yellow Watilabirds, Swift Purrots, Stristed Pardalo-
tca and Spobtod Pardalotes, ware alse in evidense. : One
Brown Howlk was acen. , =

Tn tho narrov belt of bush. and coestal heath betwoon the
bazch and the marsh a fow nore werp added to the 1ist - Flano
Rebing, Scarlet Rebins, Blue Wrens, Grey Fantails, and Crog-—
gent Honoyestara. Ei:.u;;' obher fro: ths opon-ecoudbry wore alse
ssen hore, perhaps the nost noticenble being the Muslk Parrots
which slunys zceen *I:c- be wery mmeroas in this eorner.

The heavier bush country away froo the coast received
little nttention during the eanp, but the following were
listed fron this arca - Comnen Bronzewing Pipoon, Brown Thorn—
bill, Tellow-tailcd Thernbill, Black Jay, Black Migpie, Brown
Serub Wren, Dusky Robin, Spine-billed Honeyoater, Strong-
~ billed Honsyeater and Spotied Groundbird or Quail-thrush,

.
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Tho last-naned 1ives on the ground, feeding on scods very
larpely, but unlike tho pigeons it is diffieult to flush.

Tts mode of 1ife rendors it casy proy to prowling eats,

nnd for that resson it is boeoning quite rarc in tho vicinity
of settlencnt, ' '

Tha lower reaches of the river and the nnrsh provided |
the best cpportunities for bird cbservotions, and good use
wns node of them.. This aren hag been & bird zanctunry for
sbout ten years, and tho property owners have tokem o grest |
pride in it. Ducks were not very nunorous, but this is not
umisunl Tor autum. & soall flock of Black Ducks and about |
100 Groy Tool were ssen, and there may have baon o fow Chest- |
mut Teal prosemt. About 100 Blrek Swons were alsg mepn on thi
cstunry, and four Pelicans graced the sondspit on our flret |
visitte 1t, White-faced Horons fed widoly over the mudflits
and o Brown Dittern was found along the edge of the narshe A |
Tarpge Egret vas nlso reported by cmo observer, i Caspian Tar:
patrolled the river, while Little Pied Cornornnts and Large
Black Curnornnts rested on o fallen tree. The mmdflnts also
provided & good fooding ground for Spurwinged Plovers, Silver
Gulls, Picd Oystercatchers (34), Red—oapped Dottercls (6),
Doublo-bonded Dottercls (60) ond Little Stinus. The fipurcs
quoted in brackets were obtained in o count taken at the mouth
of the river on our seeond viasit, when tho tide was high. On
thot cconsion 70 Crested Terns wers scen nlso. Other birds
on the parsh wera tho White—frontod Chat, Pipit and the Strinto
Field Wron (heard only). We were disoppointed that no Nutive
Hens were scon (one was heard), but wo were told that they !
deserted the parsh nbout three years ago. The cbsence of |
Sueatp Hawks wns nlso very noticcable, though two werc seen over|
the conp on the last day.

ilong the beach were several pairs of Hooded Dottercls,
and n sunll flock of Fairy Torns wes also reported, but this
was not confimed, A muober of dead Falry Penguins wns found,
end one othor wos seen floaking close inshore.
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Off the const n fine pair of White-brensted Sec Eagles
was secn on saveral cecasions, olso n few Gonnets and sone
Lorge Block Cormorants. A pair of Pacifie Gulls frequented
the old Rheben jetty.

During the crossing to Maria Island on Easter Day,
White-braasted Cormorents were ndded to the 1list ncoar Lechlan
Island, snd on the return journcy o pair of Shy (?) Albatr-
osses Was scen ot o considercble distance. As wa dropped
anchor in Chinanan's Bay we hod & very good view of = Musk
Duck near the jetty. It seemed quite unperturbed by our
presonce and nade no effort to move awoy. As Ve returned
to the bont three hours lator it was still there, apparontly
asloepe & flock of Littlo Pied Cormornnts rested on o

rocky point during most of the day.

The only bird scen on Moric Island ond not on the mnin-
1and was the New Holland, or Yellow=winged, Honeyeater, but
it wos interesting to observe a conaiderablo munber of -
Walcone Swallows and Tree Martines, botn of which were very
poarce on the maininnd.

Higratory birds were eomsplcuous throughout the canp .
by nluost total cbsence, the only exception to this being
the Dusky Wood-Swallow. With Esster £alling before the end
of March this year, it wns anticipated that we would sce
plenty of the nigrints, but it scens that tha lomgdry
gurcer rmst hove caused then to leave earlier than usucl,
he rentionad proviously, only onc pair of Swanp Hawks wos seen.
hnong the Asistic waders we might have expocted to soo
Curlews, Bar-tailed Godwits, Curlew Sandpipers and others,
but our only observation was of a few Little Stinta.

We fored little better with bush migrants. Veory few
Welcone Swallews and Troe Martins werc seen, and only ono
Black-foced Cuckoo-Shrike. Two Cuckoos were hecrd only. =
the Pnllid, =nd one of the Bronsze Cuckoos.

Introduced birds wera plemtiful: Goldfinchos, House
Sparrows and Starlings oll being very connon.
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The Blackbird, which has increased to pest proportions
in'nany parts of Tusnanis wos ‘only pecn onte, ond the
Kookaburre was noted near Coeklae Creck. This bird is alasc
dispersing widely, though much nore slowly,

MAMNAL NOTES. (by L. E. Wall) -

8ocelal attention was not given £0 the sccurence of
mative anicals in the catip areq, but o nunber cams under
notica,

c Tesnanian Brush=tailed Possuna Were very comnon and
tane aboub the camp, some visiting the kitchen to colleot
food seraps,. We did not sce any Rnp-tails.

. On the hills behind eanp o Srush Wallaby (commonly
referred tio as the Kangsroo) wes seen on ths first .
porning.  Wo deubt nany more would hove been seen if nore
tine had been spent in the forcet aread.

Two-other mwraupinls wers found, both rond ensuiliies
betuwcen the ennp ond Orford: one was the Tasnomian fat—
Kongarco, and the other the Eazgtern Botive Cet.  Both
spocies are eoonon in bush sounbry €hroughout the State.

Of maring tmsunls, ths skullas of three species wore
picked up on the beachs These wers: of the Austrclion
Pur Seal,. the Coaion Polphin and the Bottle-nosed Dolphin.
One ovening Me, E1Tie Trouwston gmve ve on dngtructiva
tnlk on the Dolphing, -descriling the chief choaracterigtics
of ench. '
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