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Tasmanian Field Naturalists’ Club

1925 Easter Camp at The Schoutens

East Coast of Tasmania.

GENERAL ACCOUNT

By CLIVE E. LORD, F.LS.

Upe recalls the mecting, seemingly Lt
# few years ago, at which the Tasman-
iun Field Naturalists’ Club was found-
ed. Analysing the trail left by Father
Time, one realises that nearly a quar-
ter of u eentury has slipped by, and that
the elub has attained its majority., In
closing last year’s eamp report. mention
wis niibe that the 1925 camp would be
the 21st Easter cump of the elub,  and
ihat there was o fecling prevalent sinong
the members that the 2ist Easter eamp
should be held at The Schoutens.

Thi= has now taken place, and for Lhe
fourteenth time it falls to my lot to give
o general aecount of the Easter outing.
Dr, Elliott, fo whose energy and labour
the eclub's foundation was langely due,
was the honorary organiser of the first
seven camps (1905-1811), whilst the task
of organising the remader has fallen
to the writer. who desires to take this
opportunity of thanking all those wha
throngh the years that have zone have
done what Lhey could to assist the elub,
its general activities, amd its  HEaster
outings,  Whilsi muking this expression
s general one as regards all, ene feels
that the members themselves would be
the first to regret, unless particular men
tion was made of the work done for the
Adubsinee its foundation by Mr, [ Rod-
way, CAM.G,, who has been a constand
attendant at all the meetings, and strony
sitpporter at all times,

The elub is in a strong position, and
ihe re-publication of the “Tasmanian
Natnralist” ig another notable event of
the elub's “roming of age,”

Retrospective thouzhts reeall many
incidents of past camps., seceties of sun-
shine and storm, of sun-kissed waves and
vocky eliffs, of snow-white beaches, and
ihe pine-clad shores of mountain lakes,

(L]

il perhips ahove all the cheery canp-
fire sround which dnving the past years
|sau v _u!'llrljl il \;ll"llIII\- |'.'11'l'[|-.--'_ all cheer-
ful Jovers af the Gt Gpon Way, Good
comvides all, wind o pegretinl thoought
ereeps in when ome reenlls memories of
those who op longer foin onr cimps, for
the hatd of tiwe o gof forgotten that
men are wortal. Theip loss we regred,
bt memories of Cheir kindly acts con-
standly  pecnr as weidents relative to
eaniup lie veeall vigions of the pust and
of the trips Drom 1905 1o 125

An onthing list of soeh teips gives the
tollow g inlormation:

L1 - Brenm Ureel,  enmping
iy s »is e

2, li—Cole's Bay  (Frieyveinet
Peninsitla ), ditto | v ay A0

3. T —Lirtle JII:II\"CII'H iy s,
Bruny), ditte | T

4 1908 —Holdice’'s Point (Maria Is

landi ), difto P
3. 1009—Wineglass Bay (Freycinel

Peninsula), ditto .. 54
G, 1010-—Cole's Bay . i BT

7. 101l—Saulbpoit P AL
8 1012  Darlimgton (Maria Islooad) 69
9. 1013—Badety Cove (Port  Av

VIR 2 oin, i e cmns gl
1, 1914 Wineglags Bay 1
11, i8—Darlington .. .. o vron 98
12, 1016--Eaalehawk Neek .. .. .. 36
3. IMT—Wedge Bay .. .. .. .. .. 38
H,  1818—Sabety Cove : e a8
15. 1019-—Euglehuwhk Neck .. .. .. 38
i 19E0—Safety Cove | ke BT
17, 1921 —Adventure ay TR -
18 2 —Adventure Pay ., . .. 40
14, 123 Lake Fenton (National
Park) woiie B R e
20, 1920 The  Narrows {Foros-
tier’s Peninsula) ., . .4
21. 1995 Schouten Island .. .. .. 50

It might be mentioned the club was
founded in 1904, and of the 40 original
members the following have given con-
tinuwous =upport to the elub:—>Messrs.
J. W, Beattie, B, A, Black, A. L, Butler,
C. . Ellioit, E. A. Elliott, Clive Lord,
W, L. May, A, R. Reid, and L. Rodway,

In selecting The Schoutens, which is
the name generally given te Freyeinet
Peninsula  (Schouten Peninsula) and
Schouten Island, for the 1925 camp there
were several objeets in view.  Firstly,
at Easter time there is a better chance
of fine wenther on the East Coast than
localities more in the south-west. Se.
condly, the memories of former eamps
amidst the scenic eharms of the granite
hills of The Schoutens exercised a great
effect.  Added to these was the recol
lection that last year we eamped amids|
surroundings made historie by the fael
of Tasman's expedition and were privil-
eged to study them, whilst the round
mountaing of the Freyeinet Peninsula,
being the Vanderlin's Islands of Tasman,
promiged that a visit further north
would permit the localitics wvisited by
early explovers to be further examined,

With sueh allurements the eommit-
tee felt that, in spite of expense (post-
war eonditions) of such a  trip  that
members would rally in support, and the
response fo a preliminary eircular was
particnlarly encouraging, The sz, Koo-
meela, n vessel of 200 tons, was chart-
ered for the five days, and other ar-
rangements entered into. In the light
of previous experience, it was consider-
efl neeessary Lo limit the number ot
members to 50, and also, in order fo
ensure their comfort, to strietly limit
the proportion of lady members. Tt 1s
with regret that several of the Ilatter
had to be refused owing to the available
positions being over-applied for.

Thursday, April 9, at midnight, saw
the members all aboard the Koomeels,
the ladies being accommaodated with
bunks in the salpon, whilst the men folk
showed the henefit of their previons ex-
perience by making comfortable “possies”
in the varions sheltered situations avail-
able on the steamer, One party rigeed
a tent fly over the large lifeboat, and
formed quite a eomfortable eamp.

As frequently happens nowadays, the
stokehold eomplement was not complete

at the appointed starting time, but even-
tually a start was made, and during the
whole of the trip the skipper (Captain
Howells) and crew did everything pos-
sible for the comfort and enjoyment of
the party. The steward (Mr, Parkin-
son-Cumine) worked partienlarly hard in
order fo make the journey a pleasant
one for the lady members of the party.

Dunalley was reached soon after day-
break, and the cananl safely negotiated.
Passing through The Narrows, the sight
of our last Easter's eamping place serv-
eil to revive memories, and in a short
time we were out in Marion Bay, where
the heave of the open sea indicated that
we were well on onr way up the coast.
Ahead loomed Maria Tsland, whilst out
to starboard in the misty early morning
light appeared the rounded ountlines of
the higher hills of The Schoutens.

Breaklost was served whilst  passing
Marion Il.'t_y, and some time later a stay
of a few minutes was made at Maria
Island, This eastern isle has a most
interesting history. Discovered by Tas-
man in December, 1642, it was so named
after the wife of Anthony van Dieman.
the Governor of Batavia, Over a century
later  Marion Dufresne's  expedition
sighted the isle, and his boats may have
landed upon it; whilst Captain Furneaux
(who anchored in Adventure Day in the
following year, 1773) mistook Tasman
Peninsnla for the Marin Island of Tas-
man, and it is due to this fact that much
of the confused nomenclature of South-
Eastern Tasmania is due, Coolk (1777)
failed te notice the error, but Captain
J, H. Cox in the brig Mercury spent
some time anchored in Oyster Bay, which
lie named (and whieh is pow generally
known as Chinaman's Day) in 1784,
Uthers of the early explorers noted the
island, but the first to improve upon
Cook’s rough survey were the members
of Baudin’s expedition in 1802,  They
made a comprehensive coastal survey,
and named most of the prominent head-
lands and bays.

Tven before the settlement of Tas-
mania in 1803 the island had undoubt-
edly been visited by whaling and sealing
vessels. For instance, on March 10,
1802, the French exploring vessels sight-
ed a ship in Bass Straits, which was on
the wawy to Maria Island to eatch seals.
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CHEFS,

Following the initial settlement of the
island, the locality beeame more froquent-
ly visited, and probably many vessels
called in there for shelter, quite apart
from those of the sealing and whaling
order,

In the early days Tasman’s desizna-
tion sesms to have been torgotten by the
seafarers who visited it, as it iz fre-
gquently referred to as Oyster  Island.
probably on aceount of Cox naming the
bay on its south-western side Oywster
Bay.

Just a century ago (March, 1825), a
penal establishment was founded on the
island, and partieular attention was
given to the growing of Hax, In 1830
a woollen factory was built, the produet
being valued at 83 per yara, an average
of 100 yards weekly beins the output.
In addition 4000 pairs of shoes valuod
al 4s per pair were made.  Several out-
stations werp also creatoed. However,
the authorities were not salisfied with
the progress of the settlement, and soon
wlter the founding of Port Arthuar (1531)
the scttloment was vacal

In 1841, when Lord illey’s proba
tion system came into force, the station
was acain ocenpied.  In 1845 Lhere were
8ix hundred prisoners on the island, but
conditions were by no means satisfae-
tory, and it was finally vaecated as a
conviet siation in 1850,

During the eighties of last century a
further era of prosperity was granted
to the igland owing to the developmen!
work undertaken by the Marin Island
Company. For a few years croat pros-
perity reizned, but again there was a
period during which the population of th
island dwindled to small numbers, the
majority being engaged in pastoral pur-
sllits,

During recent years, largely owing to
the efforts of the late SBignor Bernacchi
who had leres interests in the former
company, development work once more
proeeeds upon the island. Large cement
works rizse above the old buildings of
Darlington, and the hum of modern ma-
chinery is in the air.

After we left Maria Island a course
was shaped for The Schoutens. Half-
way we passed a small rocky islet, gen-
erally called White Roeck. This is the
Iele de Phogue (Isle of Seals), having

been chartered and so0 named by Baudin's
expedition in 1802,

The granite hills of Schouten Island
and Freyeinet Peninsula were now becom-
ing eloser, and preparations were made
for landing. Shortly after 1 o’clock the
anchor was dropped in a quiet bay on
the north west side of Schouten lsland.
The advanee party were ashore in quick
time, and were n by Mr. Fergusson,
the lessee of the island, who had kindly
granted us permission to camp there,
and who, with Mrs, Ferguson, did every-
thing possible g0 make our stay a pleas-
ant one, i'articularly welecome were
the  tracks which had been cut and the
waterholes opencd up.

A site was sclected for the camp, and
ws  boafload arier boatload of illl!l('di-
menta came ashore it was a task for
“all haouds and the chel™ in order to get
the eamp fitted up before nightfall, Soon
these tents began to spring up, smoke
arose  from the galley fire, a wireless
mast arose above the ftrees, and not
mueh remained to be done when the
lusty, if not musical, sounds of the dinner
gong—or rather petrol  tin—summoned
all hands to the evening meal,

In the eveninr there was a eertain
amount of straightening up to be done,
and most members sought Blanket Bay
at an carly hour, while others listened
te the loud speaker giving forth a Syd-
ey concert.  Whilst ehatling around
the camp fire plans were made for the
following days, provided weather condi-
tions held good, and it was decided to
visit eertain portions of Freycinet Penin-
rnia, which extends southward from the
mainlang towards Schouten Island.  The
maonnfain ranzes, such as the Hazards,
tun from east fo west, and as the land
Lhetween the groups is very low, the
peninsula from a distance appears to
cnsist of a numhber of inds.  As such
il eppeared to Tasman when he coasted
northward in 1642, e ehartered Schou-
ten Island naming it in honour of Justus
Schouten, a# member of the Council of
Indin. To the Peninsula he gave the
name of Vanderlin's Islands, thinking
that they were separated from the main,

From the time of Tasman until Bau-
din's expedition in 1802 very little at-
tention appears to have been given to
this portion of the coast. During the
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time that the French vessels were an-
chored in the vicinity of Maria Island,
four boat expeditions were sent out
One cireumnavigated Maria Island; the
second, under the command of the eldec
Freyeinet, examined that part of the
coast between Cape Bernier (which they
named) and Cape Frederick Henry, The
third expedition, under the command of
Freycinet the younger, surveyed the
coast from Cape Bernier northwards un-
til opposite Schouten Island, whilst the
fourth boat, under the command of Hy-
drographer Faure, explored Schouten Ils-
land and the vicinity.

The last expedition coasted along the
shore till abreast of Cape Bourgainville,
and on the morning of the following day,
February 20, they steered towards what
they took to be the firs{ of the Schou-
ten Islands of Tasman, but found this to
be only a small rocky island, which they
named Isle de Phoque on account of the
numher of seals seen there. At 4 o'clock
in the evening they landed near the
south-western cape on Schoufen Island,
which cape they named Cape Faure in
honour of the leader of the boat expedi-
tion. East-south-east of Caps Faure
were noticed seven small rugged islets,
which the French named Taillefer Is-
landa.

The following morning was spent in
surveying the western eoast of Schouten
Island and investing Geographs Strait,
named in honour of their vessel, After
crossing the strait the French made
north in the endeavour to find a further
strait which separated the WVanderlin
Jslands of Tasman from the main; but.
finding no passage, they were obliged to
return to Georgraphe Strait on the 23rd,
Owing to stress of weather the boat was
forced 1o spend some time in a small
inlet on the southern extremity of the
peninsula, or what was then deemed to
be the second of the Sehouten Islands.
M. Bailli, who accompanied the expedi-
tion, wrote as follows:

“High granitiec mountains, the summits
of which were almost entirely naked,
form the whole of the eastern coast
of this part of Diemen's Land; they
rise suddenly from their base; the lands
which unite them to each other are
extremely low. mnd imperceptible a
short way out to sea. To this singular

constitution is undoubtedly owing the
errors of those navigators by whom we
had been preceded in these parts, and
by whom those mountains were mis-
taken for so many islands. We have
before remarked that the eastern shore
of these pretended islands is steep, wild,
and fertile, and that of the west, Tow,
pleasing, and covered with wood. This
contrast, noticed as well by my friend
M. Peron in the TIsland Maria, is as-
suredly a consequence of the same physi-
cal cause. This part is also occasionally
inhahited by men, for m many parts we
distinguish vestiges of fires and meals.”

Later the boats proceeded northwards
parvallel with the western const, Owing
to & severs storm they were forcea
to shelter to leewnrd of a small island.
to which the French gave the name
Refuge Island, The survey of the coast
was completed on the 25th, and as a
result of the different wbservations the
following conelusions were embodied in
the explorers’ aecount of their exeur-
sions: —

“Ist, That of the five islands marked
on charts hitherto under the domina-
tion of Schouten, ome alone has actual
existence,

“2nd, That the coast which extends
from the north cape of this island ot
Schouten to lat. 41 deg, Omin, 8. con-
stitutes o mew peninsula, to which we
have given the name of Freyeinet
Peninsula.

“3rd. That no other channel or strait
exists but that between Sdhouten Island
and Freyeinet Peninsula,

“4th, That the whole space comprised
between the pretended Schouten Island
and Diemen’s Land forms a large and
very handsome bay. denominated
Flenrieu Bay, in honour of the illus.
frions savant to whom France and s
navy are indebted for so many valuable
works, )

“4th. That Diemen’s Land, previously
aggrandised us by the addition of the
neningulas Tasman and Buache, is stil]
further enlarged from cur last survev
Sy the adjunction of all the Schouten
Islands, one only excepted,

“Finally, these results from these
different eomelusions, that our survey
so minutely comprehends all the geogri-
phie detail of this part of Diemen’s Land,
that it may be looked upon as one' of

THE CLIFFS AT MARIA ISLAND.

OFF TO THE KOOMEELA,
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the most complete that could be mado
on a similar expedition,”

Connecting up these observations with
the motes made d'urini the 1924 camp
gave a good idea of the early explora-
tion of Tasmania’s eastern coast and
served to explain much of the nomencla-
ture which would have offered specula-
tion if the explanation had not been
given, and the early history was an
added item of interest to the locality—
a spot wlready rich in interests for both
the lover of heauntiful seenery amd the
naturalist desiring to Inveslirate it=
geology, fanna, flora, or other branches
of natural history.,

The camp was early astir on Saturdax
morning, and after breakiast the boat-
were engaged in transporting the mem
bers aboard the Koomeela for a trio
along the western coast of Freycinet
Peninsula to Cole’s Bay. As we steam-
ed northwanrds the peculiar shape of the
high granite mountaine formed ever-
changing outlines, and the whole pano-
rama completed a scene of mueh pictur-
esque beauty, Opposite Reluge Isband
(now often refenred to asHazard Tsland)
the low isthmus bdatween Fleurien Bay
and Thouin (or Wineglass) Bay, wa-
noticed, while turning the point to the
north of this, Cole’s Bay was entered.
and nestling at the foot of the Hazards
was notieed the quiet beavhes of Mere
dith's Cove, or “The Fisheries.” where in
years gone by the members of the elul
had eamped.  We anchored in the north
east corner of the bay, near the terminn.
of the proposel Cole’s Pay railway, con
struetional works in connection witi
which could be noted ashorve.

After lunch various excsursions were
arranged to places of interest, whalsh
several parties used the boats (o fish
ing. A pleasant day was spent, and
darkness was falling by the time camp
was reiched, where a'l did justice to
the welcome fare which the chef and his
assistants had ready. During the even-
ing the eamp-fire, wireless news, gramu-
phone coneerts, to say nothing of the
supper parties, provided a pleasant
setting t0 an autumn day that will long
be remembered,

The following day the majority of
the members again boarded the Koo-
meela in order fo visit Thouin (or Wine-
glags Bay). This picturesque eastern

cove was charted by the French in 1802
and named Thowin Bay i honour of a
French botanist. The more generally
used name, “Wineglass Bay,” was be-
stowed apparently at a later date owing
to the peculiar shape of the bay, which
expands after passing the guardian
granite cliffs at its entrance, and spreads
out fan or wineglass shaped. ‘The bay
itself, with its long are of white beach,
composed of minute granite pebbles,
the colour of the Oyster Pay pines and
eucalypts which fringe its shoves, and
the background of towering granite
peaks, which ¢ver change in colowr ae-
cording to ihe angle of the sun’s rays,
is a picburesque gem which might well
take the eeniral setting in the crown
of Tasmania’s noted scenery.  Certain
of the rugged western mountaing may
be more imposing in their massive gran-
deur, whilst the walerfals and fern
gullics of the denser forests have also
their charms, but as a seeni¢ gem Thouin
Bay will always hold its own. Seen in
the early mecrning, or at sunset, when
the sun's rays are tioping the red gra-
nite peaks wilh shades of rose and at
the same time forming deep purple sha-
dows én the clefts and chasms which
exist amidst the boulders. in order to
vie with the greenish white-tipped ros
lers wihich surge in from ‘the sea, the
seene is one which lingers for years and
serves o lend a eharm to Freveinet
Peninsula as regards t'e romant’e baanty
of its coastal bays.

As we progressed on  our northern
cowrse in order to  wvisit onee more this
bay, which hias been the seene of former
camps, a northerly breeze made matters
rather rough for a while, and whilst
nll were in agreement avith regard to
the fine coastal secenery, there was w
certain diversity of opinion with regard
to the state of the weather, After
rounding the Leman Roek the guiet
waters of the inner bay was soon
veached, and parties were landed at the
north-east corner of the bay, where on
a large granite boulder luncdh was par-
taken of in the shade of a stately euca-
Iyzt.  In the upper branches of the trea
there was an lmmense nest of the sea
eagle (H, lencogaster),

After lunch many of the panty walked
round the bay to Quiet Corner—the

scene of our 1909 and 1914 camps—others
indulged in surf bathing or in colleet-
ing around the shore. There was mueh
of interest, ineluding some old aborig-
nal kitchen middens, and from these
some examples of the chipped stone im-
plements of the extinet Tasmanian abor:.
gines were obtaimed. Upon returning
to the steamer it was found that the
fishing parties had met with fair sue-
cess, the nets yielding some fine toum-
peter,

On the homeward way considerable in-
terest was aroused owing to the activi-
tles of shorls of dolphing which sur-
rounded the boat and performed numer-
ous “stunts” under the bows in view of
an interested audicnce.  Next day oo
merous parties were arranged to visit
different localitics on the island, for up
to the present, apart Lom some early
morning visits to Bear Hill, and some
eXcursions inland by some of the ardent
botanists, we had not done mueh explora-
tion work on the island.  Bear Hil]
deserves jts name owing Lo the shapa
of a large gramite boulder, somewhat
resemlling the shape of a bear,  Seen
from the sea, this rock stands out on
the skyline like an immense bear as.
cending the hill.  Further wvisits were
paid to this peak, and also the higher
mountaing further inland.  From any
of these high points splendid views could
be obtained of the island and the penin-
sula, with its serrated shores and twist-
ed outlines,

Around the coast of the island there
was also much of interest, and the eth-
nologists of the party spent some happy
hours amidst the sand dunes, whese the
wind iz moving back the dunes, ex-
Ens:ng lange areas of the old aboriginw

lichen middens and camping grounds,
with the result that numerons stone
implements, efe., can be gathered. To-
wards evening the parties besan to wan-
der back to camp, many of them vather
heavily ladiem, particularly the geologists
and the searchers of the sand dunes,

At the eveninr meal the chairman of
the club (Dr. W, L. Crowther), on be-
half of the members, briefly traced tha
history of the elub’s camps, and mads
particular reference to the great support
given to the eclub by Dr. Pulleine, who
of late years had come all the way from

Adelaide for the purpose of attending
the eamps, and who had this year given
ather very welcome support in aid of the
exeursion.  The chairman also extended
the thanks of the club to Mr, and Mrs.
Fergusson for their kindness, and to the
skipper and crew of the Koomeela for
the manner in which they had entered
into the spirit of the outing and dome
everything possible for the comfort of
the party. Several other members were
called upon to speak, and some amusing
incidents in connection with certain of
the earlier camps were related,

After the usual camp-fire concerts the
party assembled for a farewell supper
party, and it was a late hour before
“Auld Lang Syne” brought proceedings
to a temporary close, for it was not
many hours before music was agumn
heard.  Early on Tuesdav morning, in
the first dull light of an antumn dawn,
a lively serenade warned the campers
that the island holiday was over, and
the time had come to depart. Willing
lands soon reduced Canvas Town to an
aceumulation of bulky packages, and by
630 the “chug-chug™ of the motor boat
anpounced that the first load was on its
way to the ship. Breakfast was soon
over, aml the dining tent, galley, e,
dismantied, and almoest to the agreed
mintte (9 a.m.) the last boatload reach-
e the ship, and the elatter of the wincu-
ez gave warning of an early departure,

A farewell wave to our friends of the
island, a short wesiward run to avoid
the black reef, and then members sottled
down for the run to Maria I[sland. Look-
ing astern, the kelp-fringed shores of tne
island gradually receded, and there were
universa] regrets that time did not per-
mit of a longer stay, for although the
past 20 wyearz have seen some jollv
camps, the “coming of age” event will
ever hold its own in comparison with
the other outings,

About half-way to Mania Island we
pagsed close to the Tle de Phoque, Here
numbers of seals were noticed on the
rocks, and a sharp blast of the steamer's
siren sent them scrambling for the sea,
These seals are a species of the South-
ern Fur Seal. In the early days ot
Tasmania sealing was a profitable indus-
try, but, like many other natural as-
gets, the industry was not conserved, and
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was allowed to be destroyed by excessive
hunting,

Unfortunately, the powers that be
have failed to date to recognise ade-
quitely the economic value of our na-
tive fauna, and the present era gives
every indication of affording future
senerations food for eriticism concern
ing such want of recognition of either
the present position or the lessons of the
past., A erumb of eomfort is provided.
however, when one reealls that future
historians will find that down through
the years the Tasmanian Field Natu-
ralists’ Club was doing all in its power
to bring home 1o the autherities
particular and the public in general a
true appreciation of the value of ou:
natural assets. A further example of
the foregoing was afforded to us n fow
hours later, when, on stopping at Maria
[sland. a vigit was paid to the world-
famous fossil cliffs. Tt will be remem
bered how the club tried to preserve the
maost interesting portion of the ¢liffs—a
small project'ng headland of great seenie
charm. and of such intense zeological
interest that it has been remarked npon
by visiting scientists from all parts ot
the world,. When the Governmen! grant-
él mining richts over a large area ol
the island this smell headland mizid weil
have been resorved. It was not,  And
in spite of all the elub memhers could
do, the greater part of this most wuon-
derful assel has been ground to dust.
Trucks now run over the ruins of the
point, drills and blasting powder are
quickly redueing the remnants to metaj,
to be hurried awav to the factory at
Darlington and reduced to ecement.

If this point had been reserved in the
first instance no hardship would hav.
been dome. amd a small entting would
have permitted the company to get their
material from the main face of the eliffs,
which extend or a very consider-
able distanee. The commercial side
would have been satisfied, and fu-
ture generations of Tasmanians would
have been the richer owing to the pes-
session of a national ass.t of wonder-
ful interest. As usual, however, imme-
diate profit appeared to be the only con-
gideration, and future historians were
supplied with further data for eritivism
of the short-eighted actiovs of the pre-
sent generation,
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Darlington at present is thoroughly in
the throes of another period of commer-
cinl activity, and as one’s rund wanders
back one wonders if the present vemture.
will prove permanent ani profitable, or
merely prove another layar in the alter-
nating bands of feverish coramercial ac-
tivity and quiet pastoral pursuits which.
give sneh an interest to cac bistory of
this castern isle, and parficularly the
township of Darlington. Along the
shores of the creek the advancing au-
tumn was having its effest on the Eng-
lish trees which fringe the orginal set-
tlement, whieh, althongh witered wvery
considerably of late years still shows
traces of the olden times, apd one can
visualise the past—the days when Smith
O'Brien wandered forth alerz the shore,
his thoughts of a green ‘sland on the
shores of the North Atlamie or of He-
hepe Te Umaron, looking up to the sur-
rounding hills and recallinzg many of the
New Zealand mwountains to which  he
was destined never to rewnrn. A head.
stone in the little cemetery on the poind
nirke fhe site of the final resting place
of this Maeori chief of the old regime.
Three of his companions were enabled to
return to the land of their birth, but
death claimed Hohepe eve his freedom
wis granted.

Lzaving the island after 8 most inter.
esting stay of three hours’ duration, we
headed for Marion Pay and the Canal.
A strong westerly breez¢ caused some
delay, and entering The Narrows the
gale was threshing ‘he wases into a
sheet of white water. uarkness fell
just as we reached the congl, and wea-
ther conditions generally were such that
it was deemed inadvisable to attempt to-
get through.,  When the decizion was
vonv('ye:l to the campers, there was an
outburst of cheering, and preparations
were made to make the best of condi-
tions as they existed. The ladies wera
supplied with bunks, and a few of the
more seasoned campaigners found excel-
lent quarters, The remainder construet-
ed wvarious “possies,” and made things
as comfortable as possille At day-
light we were under way. and with soma
minor adventureg got safeiy through the-
eanal and shaped a course for home



Town was reached shortly before mid-
day. Our return wag a Littie later than
anticipated, but neverthelss, it was a
cheery party that disembaiked and onca
more linked up with the cveryday iife
of the ecity.

So the twenty-first Easter camp came
to an end. The autumnp Uays spent
on the isle are but a memory of one of
our happiest outings. ‘Tha¢ the camp
wis a suceess was due Lo many eauses.
The weather was generaily tavourable,
experience of past trips was behind the
outing, our eamp chef (Mr R, G, Par-
ker) and his ehief assistant (Mr, V. Mol-
ross) and the junior helpars (Messrs. K,
and A, Matthew) were so efficient that
the only eomplaint receiv:) wa that of
a member who during the course of the
rough trip round the Lamon Revk re-
fused to partake of crayish and other
suitable refreshment of a hike uafure.

Finally, and most impartart, was tha

general spirit of good comradeship which
existed from the very commeneement of
the trip to the end, as weil as the sup-
port given in many directions by mem-
berg both before and after the excursion.
As an example of the latter on would
like to mention the kindly sssistance of
Mr. J. 5. Braeden, who, itnough unable
to join the eamp, has givan considerable
time to the preparation of lentera slides
of the outing. With sich good rom-
radeship existing, the promise for the
future 15 bright.  The sluo has definite
ideals, and the attainment of our ma-
jority should lend greatsr fmpetus to
our work, whilst in no wise diminish-
ing the holiday spirit whkicn tukes charge
during the days when we foregather each
year amid the glories of nature in opa
or other of the numerous lcantiful ser-
tings which nature has gravted Vasma-
nia, but wineh so few Pasmaniang rveally
know, ’

A SECTION OF THE CAMP.
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BOTANICAL NOTES

By L. RODWAY, CM.G.

To one who has been living amongst
the wvegetation of Southern Tasmania
for some fime it came as sn agreeable
echange to roam awongs: the plantg of
Schouten Istand. It appeared almost
as if the flora wag that of a separate
country, so dillerent is the verdure from
that of the south ang wesi,  Distribu-
tion of plants is not yob well under-
stood, but very probabiy soil and pre-
cipitation are two potent factors. As
very few of our native plants have popu-
lar names, we shall have # these notes
to be satisfied with their scientific ap-
pellaticns,

The ubiguitous gum trag was ever-
present.  The forms  which made up
neariy the whole of the forest were va-
vieties of peppermint, The whale of
the istand except the seashore and gra-
nitie heads of hills was covered by open
forest: that is. forest not forming elose
canopy and  allowing «  considerable
growth of shruba and herls due to the
penctration of diveel sunlight. The pep
permints are slow-growing Lrees, but
which ean live on poor dry soiis, They
get smotlered by the morz -obust types
im better and wetter loeaiitws, yet if
they nre small and of slowv growth they
make up for this by producing a tim-
ber of gremt durability.

Besides encalypts, the ouly trees not-
ed were she-oak, which was in  great
quantity, and promises a good return
when harvested, and Oysler DBay pine
(Callitriz tasmanica).

Amongst the pea-flowars the Runing
Postman oaennedye  prosirata), with its
vrimson llowers, was creeping every-
wlhere; so alse was Platylobinm trian-
gulare, with its aeutely triangular
leaves.  Gompholobium huegelii, with
its pale foliage and sulphur-coloured
flowers, was common, so also was Gly-
cine clandestina, a little trifoil twin-
ing amongst the undergrowth, Two
sundews were Very common, namely—
Drogera binata, with leavas like a tum-
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ing fork, and Drosera spathulata, witi
a rosette of dark red spathulate leaves
at the base of the ereet lowering stalk.
There were two interestins species of
the Sterulea family, very common, Spy-
ridium erioeephalum, chietty peculiar
because the Hower head is subtended by
two spreading pure white bracts, which
ok very like petals; and Lasiopetalum
dasyphyllum, which somewhail resembles
our vommon Dogwood, A rather scarce
member of the Boronia timily, namely,
Eriostemon hildebrandii, was plentiful,
A parasitic plant, Cassytha melantha,
covered many sheokes witlh a coarse,
stringy growth. It is often called mis-
tletor, because of its parasitic habit;
but it is ne relation of the true mis-
tlistioe, Strange it may seem, bul Cas-
gytha belongs to the true laurels, Com-
posites were not numerous. but the fine
everlasting, Helichrysum biacteatua, oe-
enrred along the eoast.  Lie heath fam-
ily was poorly represental  Cranberry
was common, £o was the eoastal cur-
rant, Lencopogon richei, while the rare
Tasmanian Pentachondra iaveltrrata was
vathered about ths tops of the moun-
tain peaks,

Amongst lower plants, = small ecut-
ting grass, Gahnia microstachya, was
everywhere, Ferng were not wvarious.
The commonest was the wire-fern Glai-
chenia dicarpa, which in szome places
grew inte o eristite forn The com-
mon heath fern, Lindsaya linearis, was
robusl, while the far from ecommon Schi-
wen hifida oeenrred oecasionally.

Mosses and fungi were very poorly
represented, but the algae was well sup-
ported by its giant amonzst seaweeds,
Floating kelp, known to science as Mn-
eroeystis  pyrifera. the Oyster Uay
pine above referred to really is not a
pine, but a cypress. Unfortunately its
growth is too slow to warrant it Be-
ing used in afforestation work. Its tim-
ber is good, but small.



GEOLOGICAL NOTES

By A. N. LEWIS, M.C., LL.M.

Schouten Tsland has been known for
the last hundred years to be of great
geological interest, and the members of
the ecamp looked forward to a variety
of geologieal studies in some respects
unusual in Southern Tasmania, They
were not disappeinted.  The granites
proved a source of interest that could
not be exhausted in many months, In
addition there were conl mensures and
a variety of tectonic and physiographisz
features of interest.  Only one day was
available for the pursnit of geological
studies on the island, but ths few hours
spent. at Cole and Wineglass Bays wore
Ly no means wasted,

Schouten lsland has the distnetion of
being the subject of the first paper
read before the Royal Society of Van
Diemen's Land by Dr, Joseph Milligan,
the society's first seerctary, at its first
meeting on August 16, 1848, Tt was
then one of the known coal fields of
Tasmania, and Dr. Milligan reported on
its possibilities as a coal producsr, A
mine had been worked for several vears,
Fut had been closed down for some
tme prior to 1848,

The eastern half of the island is of
granite, and the western half of coal
measures infruded and overlain by del-
erite (diabase). At Maria !sland {he
granite is to be zeen beneath the permo-
earboniferous strata. Tt is safs to say
that the coal measures oceupy a posi-
tion stratiographically about 2000 feet
above the top of the granite. To-day
they are to be seen over a thousand feet
below the top of the higher granite
mountains.  Thiz indieates a fault on
a major seale. The line of the fault
is clearly distinguished, both from a
distance and from close at hand. The
western hills, composed of dolerite, are
gently rounded in contour and coversd
with a thick growth of fine gum trees.
The eastern hali of the island is a
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Jumbled mass of pugged gran‘te crags,
with Eare csearpments cverywhere, and
very stunted vegetation growing oniy
in erevases,

The fault rvuns across  the  island
through the gap behind Mr, Ferzuszon's
house, It has an angle of hade of about
10der, to the westward, Heldom ean
i more perfect cxample of ground evi-
denee of a fault be observed, From
the top of the ridee in the centre of
the island (here about 750 feel above
sea Jevel) a small creek bed descends
down the hill in a north-westerly diree-
tion,  There iz a guantity of rubble
a couple of feet wils in its bod, then
on the right bare granite rocks, and
on the left the dolerite hillside rise
steeply.  The creek runs steeply down
hill for 400 feet along this fault, and
not onee dees the nature of the rock
on 1ts right bank and an its left alter,
neither trespass into the preserves of
the other.  Half-way down the hill th.s
stream  furrs to the north-sast, aml
leaveg the fanlt, but the junction be-
tween the granite and the dolerite can
be seen still following the same line,

This fault can be traced nerth alonz
the western shore of Schouten Penin-
sula.  The point south of Hazzards Bay
is composed of dolerite similarly alter-
cd 5000 feet or more in its original ver-
tieal relationship with the older gran-
ite,  The fault can be traced north
through the Kast Coast coalfie’ds, and
south through Maria Island, whera
dolerite seen on the Parson and Clerk,
J000 feet above the base of the [ime-
stones, is at sea level at Cape
BLourgainville, This great tectonic fea-
ture is evidently responsible for the
trough now known as Fleurien Bay. An-
other fault forming the western side
of the bay ean be seen in the straight
escarpment of Cape Bernier,

No definite indication of the age dur-
ing which these fanltz oceurred can be
derived from the locality under review,
Lut the Schouten Island one is certainly
post-deleritic, and  much e osion has
proceeded since it ocenrred. Early
Terliary would approximate to the date,
The Cape Bernier fault, in common with
faults governing the coast of Tasman's
Peninsula, have a more recent appesr-
ance, and are probably about early
Pleistocane,

The conl measures  which outerop
round the north-western and western
shore of the islind proved of interest
Three old shafts can be seen close to
the beach. One right »m *he  beach
just west of Mr. Fergusson’s house, and
the second about a guarter of a mile
further west, jusl between fwo diabase
outerops on the hemel and a little east
of the sand dunes on the north-west
corner of the island.  From this latter
and past the former o tram line was
constructed witl, abviously, the expen-
diture of much Iabour, to a jetty, now
vanished withent a trace on the west
side of the cove, where we were eamped,
The third shait is situnted a“out 100
vards up the largest creek on the north-
west of the island, and about a quarter
of a mile west of the sand duones. It
was sunk by Bernacehi about 1920, and
the timbering i still in  good order.
Water rises in it to within six feet of
the surface, and 50 feet above the sea
level, 100 yards away,

Recent ecarth movements round this
side of the island are apparent. The
creeks flowing in broad valleys have
commeneed to cut narrow gulches in the
soft  conl measures of these valleys,
Ubviously the eliffs here are of recent
development, and the evidence would be
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equally consistent with a recent or
Pleistocene faulting in rfleurier Buy, re-
juvenating the streams by increasing
the slope, or with an uplift of some 100
feet. Probably the former is the more
correct interpretation.

Tin is found in these East Coast
granites scattered through the rock in
tiny crystals,  This has led many an
optimist to waste time and trouble ex-
cavating in the solid granite. Some
trenches dug for this purpose exist near
the top of Flagstaff Hill, the highest
point on the island. But it may be
stated as a general proposition, subject
only to very rare exceptions, that valu-
able ores, if they oecur at all in thesze
granites, are so diffused that they can-
not be recovered unless concentrated
This concentration can only iake place
by the metal being carried in solution
during the intrusion and deposited in
some trap, in which ease it would be
found in veins in overlying slates or
schists, and mnot in granite, or being
washed ont by streams and deposited in
the stream bed. As the tin i1s heavier
than the other component minerals . f
the granite, it would be dropped early,
and may thus be concentrated in sufli-
cient quantities to be worked commer-
cinl'y.  Certainly the top of a granite
mountain, although nor an impossible
place, is a most unlikely spot fur a
mineral discovery,

These rocks are spoken of as granita.
Uppoeriunity has not yet presented ilself
of examining them microscopically, and
until it does this nomenclatire must be
tentative, Time did not admit making
a study of the internal structure of
the great batholith., This must be work
for a future expedition, and should
provide most interesting resw'ts,



NATURE NOTES

By OLIVE RODWAY

On the trip to Schouten Isiand many
sea birds were to be seen, notably the
Black-browed albatross [(mollymawi),
silver gull, the black and white breasted
cormorants, whilst round the camp some
beautiful prions were observed fying
about,

As we dropped anchor in the bay, down
in the clear water could be seen the
eurious little sea-horse, with its pre-
hensile tail. enabling it to anchor itself
to any stem.

It moves along apparently withont any
motive power, with its curious, solemmn,
long-drawn-out face, and when elosely
watched it is found that it has the power
of moving rcither eye independently of
the other, giving a most comical effect.
It reminds one very much of a short-
sichted person, as it peers closely at
different objects in its seareh for food.
In oneg of the hays visited were seen
penguins swimming along. According to
Dr, Lepch, these are found wup the
Pacifie Ceean as far as the Equator, but
not in the Atlantie ar Indian Osean.

Their distribution supports the geo-
graphers in their theory that the Pacifle
Oeean is the most ancient, whilst {he
Atlantiec and Tndian Oeean are mora
recent. On the shore were found the
hrown seaweed, like a string of beads,
callad Hormosira Banksii, whilst in ths
deeper parts were the floating kelp,
which in favourable conditions may grow
longer than the tallest trees.
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Amongst this many fish were taken,
chielly trumpeter, cod, kelpies, flathead;
but a few Joho Dory's were found also.
These attain the length of about 18im,
and are exeellent fish for table purposas,
thoneh seldom  brought in to market.
This fish has a Dblack round mark on
itz gide, and in other countries the fisher-
man held it in special respect, as they
recognise the mark lett by the thumb
of St. Peter when he took the piece of
money from its mouth.

Shore life was not of mueh interest,
thouzh a good nmiuny muttom fish shells
were found. The real name of {his as
ear shell (Manwotis), and is found unde:
wiber on rogks at low Llide. 'The pearly
insitde part is used for buttons and orna-
mental worl, The shells are very
abundant in  the aboriginal kitehen
middens along the coasts. The sandy
heaeh at Sehouten Tsland is made up of
small particles of granite. This keeps
very soft, and makes walking diffienlt,
ng the feet sink in to it at each step.
Numerons quail rose up as we walked
threngh the serub.

They have very rounded wings, which
are suitable for sudden flizht, whilst the
whirring noise startlos an enemy and
gives them time to escape. Sheoaks
were seen to be fairly numerous, they
have a peeuliar appearance, all what we
call leaves being in  reality branches.
whilst at the nodes of these will he
found rings of small seale-like leaves.

The stomata or breathing holes are
sunk deep into the grooves of the
branches, and by preventing exeessive
iranspiration enable the tree to stand
the effect of drought.

In the gully running up to Bear
Mountain was found a good number of
ferns, the wire fern (Oleichenia) being
abundant, whilst a few roots of the
heath fern  (Lindsaya  linearis), and
Sehizia, were alse obtained, A few
specimens of parth stars (Geasters) wers
gathered.

Thege are formed in the shape of a
rottrdd ball, and when vipe the outer ¢oaf
Dbreaks into sezments, which turn baek,
leaving the spores in a central sae,

As the =ac¢ gets quite dry the spores
arg dizseminated through & small hole
at the top.
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BERS AT SCHOU1EN ISLAND.

The beach at Schouten Island does not
seem an attractive place for crabs, az
none were noticed there, and very few
butterflies were seen. Only one kind of
ant was noticed, this being what is
usually called the sugar ant.

On the way home, before we reached
Maria Island, a large rock was passed,
known as White Rock., On the end of
ihis numercus seals were lying, and at
the sound of the ship's whistle they made
their way into the water by a series of
awkward hops and rolls.

Maria. Island being reached, a visib
wits paid to the once famous Fossil
CliMs. now a scene of desolation. A
number of fossils had Tbeen collected
by the workmen, and several members
of the F.N.C, obtained some of these.




ORNITHOLOGICAL NOTES

By CLIVE E. LORD, F.LS.

On & sea voyage birds are of interest
always. They add life to the =ieat
open spaces of the lone sea lanes, and
serve as a connecting link with distant
shores, for the home of all bird life
ig the land. Even the widely spi-ad
allatrosses, hings of the air, and of the
sterms of the oceans, return to land ‘o
breed. In several places around the
Tasmanian ecoast they congregate in
hundreds at certain seasons of the year.
The acquatic penguins struggle ashore
and elimb amidst the dunes to form their
nesting burrows in much the same way
as do the mutton birds or short-tailad
shearwaters, althouzgh the Iatter’s
method of reaching land is the dirveat
contrast of the former, for the muiton
birc arrives at dusk—Aflying with aero-
plane speed.

During the course of our Eastsr ex.
enrsion we saw examples of all the aoove-
mentioned birds. Steaming down the
Derwent in the grey hours preceding an
autumn dawn the sharp hark of the
hittle penguins (Eudyptula minor) fald
of their presence. Penguins elaim many
unique characteristies, Theiy wings, re-
duced to swimming paddles, the lack of
fewther tracts, their ability to swallow
their food under water—these and other
features mark the fact of their peculing
evolutionary trend, It is upon anch
changez that our system of classifica-
tion is based.

In Tasmania nineteen orders of birds
oeeur, which orders are divided into the
various families, genera, ete., rendered
necessary by the structure and habiis
of the various species.
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The game birds, or Galliformes, fali
paturally near the penguin group, and
were fortunate enough to see large
nimbers of one speeies belonging to this
order, for brown quail (Symoicus Aus-
tralis)  were plentiful on  Sehuuten
Island, and coveys were disturbed con-
vnuacly amidst the grass and the sand
dunes, Schouten Islamd haz been de-
clared a sanctuary under The Animals
and Birds Protection Aet. It follows
that it is an ollence to take a gun
on to the island, but, as with all sueh
roserves, A Si.ll'li'.tuil'l'.\n' CEN Never !'.Al.‘cﬂ'L
to be 4 sanctuary in eflfect as well a3
name until such time as there i a
permanent ranger in charge.

In reference to the large and varied
graup which comprises the sea birds
generally, various kinds were noted, hut
many at too great a distance to identify
specifically, In addition to those already
noted, the himck and white (P. fusess-
cens) and the black cormorant (P,
strbo) were common. Amidst the shoals
of surface swimming flishes, gannets
(Sula serrator) were o be seen con-
tinvally diving to take their toll fror:
the waters, but although a look-out was
kept, we failed to notice any pelicaus
upon the sandspits at “The Narrews”
where we had seen them last year.
Urested terns (Sterna bergi), silver gulis
{Larus novae-hollandiae), and Pacilia
gulls (Gabianus pacifiens) were evamly
distributed al] around the coist, as weli
#8 being familiar objects in the bay upon
the shores of which we formed our camp.
Wading birds, with the exceptioy of
dottrells and oyster eatchers, were not

plentiful, bmt the gracetul outlines of
severnl white-fronted herons formed an
added attraction to the shoreline,

Further north, at Colex Bay, blaek
gwan were seen. these being prolntay
suragelers from the main floek at Mouli-
ing Lagoon, where in the nesting seazon
thousamls of these bivds congregate to
breed. At Wineglass  (Thouin) Bay, o
lnrge nest of the sen engle (Halinetus
leveogastar) provided an object of inter.
eat. and around most of the bays 11
species vould be seen, Not many o3
htrds of prey wiere poted, bt the t-lp'.lf.l.-:'.'.
owl conld be heard calling in the evening
amidst the trees in elose proximity o
the camp.

As 3 foo the quiet notes of
the owls, mmerons pareots would ushey
in the dawn with their nolsy assemblies
in  the enenlyptis,  The green pazalla

ey

ot rns!
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(Matyeercus ealedonieus) appeared to be
the most plentifu] of this group,

The perehers (Passeriformes) consti-
tuted a large proportion of the ohsawved
species.  Robins, fantails (Rhipidura
ilnbellifera), whistling shrikes, zcrub
wreng  (Sericornls humilis), blue wrens
{Malurus eyaneus), honey-eaters of
various species, bell magpies. ete, all
suved to gladden the learts of the
campers and add additional charm to gur
igland camp.

Cur stay was far too short to permis
of a eomprehensive list being madaz of
the island’s avifauna on this oceasion,
Lu! our memories of this Eastern “:le
are so pleasant that there exists a lwng
ing to return. If sueh wish is realized
in the future, time may permit of » move
detailed examination of the birds of this
inreresting region.

LUNCH AT

WINEGLASS BAY,
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