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Tasmanian Field Naturalists’ Club

EASTER CAMP-QUT, 1919

By Clive E. Lord, Hon. Secretary

Sinee the formation of the "Pasmanian

Field Naturalists® Club in 1804, exeur-
slons inte that  interssting  realm  of
nature, “the bhush,” have always heen

prominent leavures of the club’s activi-
ties,  As Uhe club grow, the seashore and
later the Hoor of the ocenn iiself were
added to the collecting grovnds of the
moembers.  In pre-war days we used to
charter a large constal steamer, and sail
away to the easbward, "Phe cnmp would
be pitched amid the pine fring:d gran-
ite coadts of Preyeinet Peninsula, or
some such beauty spot, awd ouy vessel
usedd for making excursions, or for the
purpose of dredging specimons from Nep-
tune's garden, In 1914 one hundred mem-
bers formed the eamp af Winegluss say,
but sinee that time the war cloud has
overshadowed all things, It was cou-
sidered advisahle to koop the elul’s ae-
tvities 1 working orvder, however, and
for the past few years smallpr camps
have beent held ot places nearer home.
This year il was resolyved to visit Fagle-
hawl Neek, wiieh had veen previously
visited in 1816, and when al] arrange-
ments were complete, it was founa that
the camping party wonld number forty
members,  As in previous yiars, an od-
vanee parly loft in order to prepare the
-»mn{: for the main_ body. Accordingly
on Wednesday morning, April 18, a few
members in charge of all the camp im-
nedimenta Lefe Hobart by the s.s. Car-
tela, and arvived at Maglehawk Neck at
luneh time.  Here the numerous packs
ages ang artieles indispensalble to a camp
were Joaded on fo waggons and conveys
to the eamp site. Owing to the kindness
of Mr, Clemes, this was on lhis pro-
perty, Pendenmis. An open clenring sur-
rounded by serub and il eucalypts was
the chosen spot, and as it was in closs
proximity to the beach, and a running
creek supplied (he eamp with water, it
was an ulmost ideal base npon which
to found a eamp. A start was immedi-
ately made to evect the tents, and a o=
portion of our labonrs was nccomplish-
ed when darkness fell, and we assembled

avound the eamp five o cijoy a well
ewmed meal.  Next morning the aulymny
sun shone brightly, and after courting
Nepiune we centinued the work of eon-
strweting the mimature village, and this
took mes: of the day,

Faglelhiawk Neclk has an inlevesting lis-
tory.  As is well known, it i3 ciieay
noted for being the only puteway to Gov-
ernor Arthur's “Natural Penitentinry”
of Tasman’s Peninsulp. Tis conneetion
with thy conviet era will ever remain,
but apant from this it has historical sur-
roundings of earlier date, and these, to-
gether with the natural wonders of Tas-
man’s’ Arch, the Tesselated Pavement,
and the Blowhole, will forever entwine
the charm of romance with the other
beauties of this loeality. Along this
rugged (oxeepl for excepltionnl intervals,
aueh as I'Iugfnllm\-k Neck) seetion of the
const, Tasmnn firsk sailed his ships in
November, 1612, and made known to the
world the existence of a portion of Perra
Australis.  His slill:s were anchorved a
few miles to the north of the Neck., Here,
too, in 1772, came the ill-fated Marion
du Trespe, amil it wns on this voyuge
that the Tasmanian nhoriginals were first
met with, and, alas, some killed. The
third Burepean, as far as our present
day records arve aware, and the first Brit-
ish navigater Lo sl along this section,
was Captain Yurneaux, in 1778, and in
1777 Captain Cook himeself sailed by, The
next visitor was Captain Bligh, in the
Bounty, in 1788, during the course of his
illfated expedition. He visited the sland
again in 1792, when on a second and more

suceessful expedition in quest of the
bread fruit trees of Tahaiti. TIn 1789

cume Cantain Cox, in the Meveury, and
it was e who drew up the fivst chart
of Marin Island. The exploring work
of the Froneh Admiral, Bruny D'Entre-
easteaux, in 1792, and again in 1793, did
mueh to advance the knowledge of Tas-
maninn geography. Commodore Sir John
Hayes, wha visited the island in 1793,
spent most of his time in the Derwent
estuary. It was mnot until the summer
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of 1798-99 that Tasmania, or as it was
then known, Van Diemen’s Tand, was
first circumnavigated by Bass and TIlind-
ers in their 25-ton sloop. the Norfolk.
As far ns the East Const is concerned,
the first detailed surveys were earried
out by the French during Baudin's ex-
pedition in 1802, Tt was owing to the
attention being panl to this portien of
the great Southern Continent Dby the
French which eaused the first settlement
of the Bnglish on the Derwent on Sep-
fember 7, 1808, IMrom the foregoing it
will be seen that the soulh-easiern por-
tion of Tasmnnian's const line has an in-
terosting  history, amd when we piteled
onr camp amidst the cuealypts, on a
knoll overleoking a long section of the
const, il is nol to be wondered at that
we let our thoughts revert to days gone

I

y.
We dwell in the present, however, and
tire arvival of the mam varty at 11
o'clogk on hursday evening zave an
animated appearanee to the camp. From
now onward e oamp was in full swing.
We were parvticulavly fortunate as re-
gards  the  weather, el day was o
splindid example of Tasmania’s nutnmn
ab its best. A grey down gave place to
radignt sunshine, whieh eilded the fare.
shove, and cansed the hreaking rollevs to
imerge into millions of glittering gens
of hight. Neplune's clement called forth
the campers, ad the majority partiei-
pated in aguatie evolutions wntil  the
sound of the breakiast gong  echoes
through the forest. Before long o gen-
eral assembly took plaes wnder the Jarge
dining tent, and ful]l justice was done
to [he first mea] of the day. Plans
would then bhe made for the exairsions.
amid soon voarions parties, enrryine well-
filled %it bogs, containing the midday
meal, wonld T s:en leaving the eamp.
Some wonld ho bent  wpon  colleeting
natural history spreintens,  others  on
socuring photographs, while many weni
forth in the inll enjoyment of the open
aiv lite o enjoy a day amid th- beauniies
of natare. All places were visifed, Some
preferved the surge of the sea and the
towering storm eleft elifis, some the wonod-
ol Nillsides awd the  roecky mountain
crags. while others wangledl their way to
ihe  vomaniic fern  gullies. whore " the
heechos ang dicksonins met overhead and
formed an emerald dome. :
o the north of the bay Lhere was the
Tesselated Pavement, TFitzroy Glen, and
other plices well worthy of visiting, To
the sonth, within a_mile or so of the
camp, were  the  Blowhale, “Pasnian’s
Arel, the Devil’s Kitehen, and Fossil
Island ; while further south was Water-
fall Tay and The Pinnaele,  Behind the
camp rose Cash's Lookout, and it was
fram here that many of the enmpers
used to spend pleasant hours in observ-

ing the panorama spread at {he base of
the hill, and rolling away into the dim
distahiee until the blue tones of the sen
and eky merged into one, or the grey
shades of the inland mountains were ab-
sorbed by the clouds, As the campers
boiled their billies among such  sur-
voundings as these, it is little {0 be
wondered at that they should desire to
kunow something of the early history of
the locality. and that sueh should be
asked for and given in fmpromptu talks
by those who chanced to Iln.- conversant
with ik,

With clear autumn gkies and scarcely
a ripple on the wateér for the whole
period of the camp, it was only naturai
that every advantage should be taken of
the heautiful weather and excursions
made to the numerous places of interest.
llere al] sections found much to admire,
while the more scientific members plirs
sued their botanical or zovolegical studies,
and at the same time made holiday in
true  camping  spirit. The hotanieal
seckion, under the leadership of A
Rodway, had a busy time. As regavds
the zoology, we were unitble to undertake
any marine dredging work this year,
owing to the lack of a suitable hoat. It
is also to he regretted that the native
mammalian fauwna of Tasmania cannot
he studied without long excursjons he-
ing tade into the less setbled parts of

the hush.  The prasent indiseriminate
destruction of owr native faunn is o
matter that demands immediate atten-

tion if we are to wDpreserve certain
species from extinction. One day dur-
ing the camp a number of us spent dig-
ging in the samdhills in an endeavour
to localc some more aboriginal remains,
ags a few months ago I had removed
portionn of about a score of skeletons
from this locality to the Tasmanian
Misetm (a= reporled in Lhe proceedings
of [le Tloyal Bociety of Masmania for

1918). We now long for relics of the
extivet  "lasmanin ahorigingls, anil
they have a high seientifie value. Tnt

we do not take heed of the teaching of
history.  Unless active steps arve taken,
niany highly interesting forms of onr nn-
tive fauna will soon be as extingt as
the Tasmanian aboriginal and the Tas-
manian emu.

Batter protection should also be afford-
ed our natural beanty spots. The won-
ders of #he Blowhole and ‘Iasman’s
Areh atbract thonsands of tourists fo
this lozality, and the native florn around
these plices should be preserved. In-
olead of  this, we found the country
cleared by fire. A pretby pateh of na-
tive trees near the Blowhole was burnt
oul on Easter Sunday, and was evidently
wilfully set on fire,  As wel]l ns hettey
protection being afforded to safeguard
tho natural featnves, a little expendi-
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ture in eutbing tracks to such places us
Caeh’s  Lookout would well repay the
amall outlay.  Since our last visit con-
siderable improvements have heen eur-
viecdd out by the Beenery Preservacion
Board, but the distriet is worthy of evin
more being done,

And as each day  passed  and  the
auntumn sun sank behind the hills, the
various partics would roturn,  I'he open
aie life was vesponsible for the aunxions
zlanees  cast towards the dining  toni,
whers the acetylene flaves would sosn
be Durning  brightly and  the campers
exchinging accounts of the day’s out-
ings. .

As the linster moon pose from bhe sea
and illuminated the whiie shapes of the
tents wmeng the trees, a huge camp live
wauld  he seb alight, and fthe forests
would  ving  with  ghe melody of the
camp choruses and songs,  To the musi-
eal members of the party we wete jn-
debled very corsiderably, for it is f{o
them that our thanks must be necord-

ed for many pleasant houre spent aronnd
the ecamp five.  The musical selections
would bo interspersed with nature balks
and other topies.  After supper  the
company wa_uh! gradually diminish, and
the members veliro to their tents, to ho
lulled o sleep by the rhythmatie beat
of the surge upon the shove.

Ao so the timn'llms.sml all too quickly,
and many were the vegrets expressed
when Toesday arterncon  arvived, am
il_was tipe to leave, All set to worlk
with a will, however, and the miniature
villuge aml its oeenpants disappeared as
though by & magivian’s wand, All were
abonrd the s.s. Ciurtela by 4 o'clock, and
i start made for home,  Afler ealling at
several ports, Hobart was reached ok
1030, after a most pleasant trip.  The
alm and  enjoyable yeturn YOoyige was
@ fitting termination lo the  pleasank
days that we had spent during the yeeent
camp, and in this wmanner (he fffeenth
annual eamp of the eld Naturalists®
Club caine to an end.

BOTANICAL NOTES
By L. Rodway, C.M.G., Government Botanist

This is the second time within the
lagh few years that the IN.C. has made
s Faster camp  in the vieinity of
Faglehawk Neck, the former oecension
heing in April, 1918, 1n the veport of
that event may he found some refer-
ence to the cuealypts, orehids, ferns, and
dune-flora found theve. One of the most
interesting groups of  flowering plauts
wo have in Tasmania 5 that known as
the Protea family, 'I'his is a Large, but
perfoetly natural, family, and wits given
the name Proiea on account of the greal
liversity of forms of the plants ineluded
in it.  Proless gre common thronghout
the  Southern  hemisphero, and  they
s]mmf[ to tropienl Asin and up through
the countries horderving on the Paeific,
as far north as Japan. There is one
fentnre common fo all nembers o Lhe
family, namely, a reduced or leathery
condition of thy foliage, with very sunk-
o pores.  This strnetire is evidently
an adaptation fo a dey elimnte where the

roducl;_il'm of wevaporation is g prime
necessily,
Waratah is a  lyplesl probeaceons

plant, and to understunil Lhe struetnre
of its flower is to recognise ull mem-
bers of the family. The flowers may he
in loose or dense clusters; they may l
single or in dense heads, hut if we learn
the structure of one proteaceous fower

we shall he able to recognise any mem-
her of the group, for in Tasmanin no
other flower” is formed like - it. 'The
flower possesses but one floval envelope,
and this is split into four seelions, Rach
seclion of thig perinnth bears a stamen
in o depression near its fip.  In  the
middle of the flower is a single linear
huly, wvery like the spme organs in_ a
pen-lower, whicli will develop inte the
friit. In the vieinity of our eamp there
wera gix members of the family.  Wara-
tah, with ity erimson flowers, nesds no
furtlier  description.  There were two
species of Hakea, H. pugioniformis was

conimon, 1t was rigid and prickly, and
would  form  an  excellont hodge;  tho

fruit is shaped somew il

like o dagger.
Phe other Ilaken

ocenrrved al Lhe top
of Cnsh's Lookout. It had a small sig-
mowl fruit,  ‘Ihis fo g vivid inaging -
tion has somewhat fhe appearanee of the
luman larynx, on which it has recoived -
thie inappreprinte naine of M. epiglotiis,
The folinge of these Hakeus is rodueed
to linear spines on account of whieh
thew have been sometimes mislalken for
pines, .

Avsther common proten was o little
sheuly with rather fern-like leaves. Tt
Is commonly enlled Tairy-fern, which is
unfartunate, ag it is not at al] related
to the ferns, "I'he {ruit, when apen, s
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very like a guitar, and the name guitar
plant is much more suitable. The flowers
are in loose clusfers, crenmy white, and
in strneture exactly like the Howers of
waratah. The scientifie name is Lomun-
tia, which is easy enough to be used as
a popular name,  Another member of
the family on the lower slopes of Cash’s
Lookout was Persoonia, The leaves were
numerous, about half an inch long, lin-
ear, and very sharp, The flowers were
yellow, and single at the base of o fow
of the leaves- the fruit is o dark berry.

The only other member of the family
observed was the common honeysuckle.
This is an unsatisfactory name, for it
is no relation to ov al all like the honey-
anckle of the Old Country. Tt is named
Banksia, after Sir Joseph Banks, who
well earned distinetion as o botanist
the early doys of Australian explora-
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tion. Banksia is easy and euphonious,
and every effort shonld bhe made to
encourage its use. The flowers in Bank-
gin are clustered into  dense oblong
heads, but if a flower he dissected ont
it will be found to be built just as in
waratal, A tree which we do not de-
vote mueh attention to, simply beeause
it is so common, is sheoak, Y'Et this 1s
to the botanist perhaps the most in-
tevesting Lree in Australin, or rather its
Family the Casuarinas deserves thig dis-
tinetion. Tb is a unigue type of vegeta-
tion, clearly of the flowering division
known as dieolyls, it has {he general
appearance of a conifer. ''he water corn-
=erving design of its anatomy reacles
the limit of effeetivencss, and  under
whab econditions it can have heen evolved
el only bhe econjectured to have been
of persistent  drought,

GEOLOGICAL NOTES
By W. H. Clemes, B.A., B.Sc.

The geology of Ezglehawk Nock,
though extremely simple, is nevertlie-
lesy very interesting. The main features
of interest are the structures and fossilg
ty be found in the Permo-carbon-
tferous mudstones, which are well-devel-
aped along the coast. The cliffy have
bald vertieal faces, somewhat quaintly
seulptured owing to the reguluy joint-
mg, and re:w]un%r, upwards in places to
the height of fully 1,000 feet, but the
hare roek is often beautified and sercen-
od by the elinging vegetation, which finds
a precavious foothold on  the ledues
bollowed ont by the moist sen winds.
The horizontal bedding planes and ver-
tieal joints would lead one io imagine
that the eliffs were the work of titanic
builders, Inbouring to protect the land
from the feree sssanlt of Lhe waves,
and building o wall that would reach
oven to the skies.  The foundations
must have been badly laid, as numerous
faults are wvisible, and the beds nre
sometimes slightly dipping to the sonth-
cast. The lower beds are gritty con-
glomerates, whose studded surface hears
eloquent testimonv to the cold of the
early  Permo-earboniferous age.  The
atones were bransportod there by the ice
floes, which abounded in that great bay
which includes most of what is now
South-Eastern  Tasmania, and  whose
nielting caused them to sink down to
the mud of that ancient sen-floor,

Granite blocks ave there, hrought from
the distant granite fringe far out to
seq, togother with vocks from still older
formations which have since disappear-
e, These basal beds have hecome
curiously jointed, the joints heing filled
with ferruginous material,  This is scen
to the hest advantage at the Tesselated
Puvement, where the cross-jointing is
tost regular.  This is probably due to
a mass of igneous matorinl which was
ittruded into the rock ‘mmediately he-
ueath the portion now visible. = The
surrounding rock was raised to a high
tempernture, and, on eooling, took on
the jointing of the intruded rock,

The jointing along the lines of weak-
ress has led to the tormation of nuner-
aus caves, arches, and chimney rocks.
On the basal beds is resting & eurious
band of gritty sandstone, whiel appenrs
faulted to different levels along the
coust.  Above this comes o zone filled
with the remains of marine life, which
again is syeceeded by an almost harren
zone.  Thoe chief Tossils are Spirifer
convoluta, 8.  daewinii, Productus
brachythacrus, Platysehisma ocula, San
guinolites ethervidgei, and the various
Stenoporee  and  Fenestelle  together
with Protoretepora ampla.

‘I'he mudstones nre succeedod by Jur-
cesie sandstones  of the usual " type.
Cretaceous dinbase has forced its way
through the overlying strata, and is
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now  Tound ecapping the surrounding
hills,  Later sand-dunes fringe the bay
=ndl form the neck itself, s product of
comparatively recent origin,  The sink-
g of the land to the south of Tas-
manin diverted the deainnge from the
Tasman Besin into the “drownzd val-
ley” of Storm Bay, and permitted the
sitling ap of tho entrance to the form-
et channel, the rift volley of Eagle-
hewlk Bay. The sinking of the land
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to the east permitted an invasion of
the sea, and the excessive erosion hag
veswited  in the  Hippolyte Rocks
being isolated ten miles ont to sea.
These granite rocks are reported to be
the home of mumerous seals and sea-
birds. A diabase sheet to the south is
responsible for (he euriots “Lanterns”
of Iortescue Bay, and the beautiful
scencry of Cape Pillar and its vicinity.

ORNITHOLOGICAL NOTES

By Clive E. Lord, Curator of the Tasmanian Museum

Takimg into consideration toe beaut-
ful wepther expervienced this Taster, it
is_only natural to assume that Natnre
adorned herself for the oceasion, as far
as was in lLier power at this period of
the vear. To relieve the dull agutumn
green of the eneilypts and beeehes, the
living gems of the forests—ihe gnily
colonred  hirds—added the final touch
to an already beantiful scene,

Camped as we weve at the foot of a
high wooded vidge, which sloped east-
wards to the seashore, we were away
from the lmonts of the semi-agunitic and
wading birds, but the birds of the ocean
were never far away. Looking aeross
the bhay, gulls, terns, cormorants, and
penguins could usually he scen, while
further out the gannets plunged from
the heights to seeure their food, or the
majestic albatross soared aloft.  Around
Ihe shorves patrolled a
IL. lencogaster), while over the ridge
behind the eamp o wedge-tailed eagle
(U, audax’ wheeled in slately eiveles,
and a brown hawk (I, lLervigera) flew at
a lower altitude,

Oveasionally the harsh notes of a flock
of  hlack cockatoos (€. xanthono us)
would eeho  throngh the timber while
arownd the eamp numerous green parrols
(P, flaviventris) were always in evidence.
To add te the eolour effpet, soveral
rosellas (1. eximius) would dari from
tree to free, their hright plumage show-
ing to good cffect in the sunlight.

Avoungd the camp the robing (P. leggi
and . phenicea) added a foueh of col-
our as the male birds appeared in the
full glory of their new autumn plumage.
An’ oceasional dusky vohin (A. vi‘ttufu}
was also observed. Our two Tasmanian
%ll;etzies of whisllers, thoe grey-tailedq (P.
glacura) and the olive (P. olivacea) ndd-
ad their quota to the melody of the avi-

pair of sea ea_gles.

faunan choirv, while the errvalic aclions
atd quaint notes of che dusky fantail (R.
diemensis) were studied by all whe visit-
ed the ercek which ran by the camp,

Both the yellow-tailed (A, ehrysorrea)
and the brown-tailed neanchizas (A, die-
mensis)  were common, while the blue
wren (M. longieaudus) appsared to  be
fairly so. The liguid ngtes of the whist-
ting shrike thrush (C. selbii) were typieal
of the locality, and the rich and re-
sonnding notes of this species were in
marked conlrast to the lplniul:i\'e notes
of tue pardalotes, which issued from
the gums,

he largest family gathering repre-
sented were the honeyenters (meliphagi-
daw), of which no less than seven species
were noted, the majorily in close proxi-
wilty to the camp, The strong-billed (M.
validiogtiis) and the black eap (M. mel-
anocephalus) were around in numbers,
while amid the Jower vegetation the Tas-
manian apinehill (A, dubius) flit ed from
trea to tree. DBoth the yellow-throat (P.
fAaviguly and the  ereseent  honeyeater
(L. australasiana) were often to be seen,
as well as an oceasional New ITolland
honeyeater (M. novie-hollandim). On one
oecasion even o walttle-bird (A. inauris)
wis noted.  We did not olserve many
ravens (. awvstralis) during our stay,
but that fine songster, the lesser hite-
nacked magpie (G, organicum) added s
song to the general melody of the birds.
Whie the distriet under review does
not lend itsplf as a home for many forms
of hird life, several interesting forms
were noted, and while the foregoing is
by no meéans a complete list of all the
species observed, it wil] serve to give n
good idea of the general grouping of
the avifouna of the locality in which
we were camped,



PREPARING TO LEAVE:.



CREEK RCENE, NEAR THE BLOWHOILT,



The Mercury Office.

1G],



