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Tasmanian Field Naturalists’ Club

EASTER CAMP-OUT, 1915

(By CLIVE E. LORD, Hon. Secretary)

The Tasmanian Freld Naturalists'
Club held its cleventh snnuul Easter
Camp during the Baster holidays. the
site this year being Maria lsland, off
the East Coast of ‘Lasmania, It has
been visited on several previous ocea-
sions, but owing to the numerous places
of  acemic and listorie interest that
ahomnd thorve, the chiarm of the loality
by ne menns fucles, but rather grows
with more familiar sequaintance,

Tha party this year consisled of 38
members, which is a small one when
compared with the foll hindeed taken
last year, but ewing in the effects of
the war and other causes the committes
did not feel jnstified in ranning a lavge
camp.  The outing may be counted,
from a social standpoint, ns heing the
most successiul ever rum by the elub,
while the students of natural history,
especially those interested in dredging
the ocean’s depth, hnd a suceessful time.
The wenther, of courde, exercizsed a
great infinence on the trip, and it is
generally sgreed by all that last Eastor
wis the most perfeel we have had for
¥ears; in facl, durieg the whole of our
stay each day was a perfectly calm
antumn one, with never p sogpicion of
those cold westerly squualls we felt =0
keenly lasy year at W’inngaa& Bay, and
our regrels were that our Sydney frieuds
were nolb with us this sesson i order
thab amends might be made for the last
rip when the iwesther prevented such
a lot from being done.

The site of the eamp was near the
seitlement of Darlington, which s
placed on a pretty spot at the north-
west corner of the island, where a ereck
meanders cdown  from the hills, and
breals through to the sea throngh o
erescent-shaped beach of shining white
sand, at the far end of which the jetty
juls luto the sea, while at the southern
extyemily sbands oub e noll on which

My, Bernsechi  crected his  famous
mgeon loft, portion of which is still
gianding. The view from the snuumit
of the lolt is interesting, as it opens out
the settlement as o map before the ob-
server, amd from whence he ean pick
out the conviet naldings. or what re-
mnin of them, ns some have been pulled
down, while othors, although erocted in
the twenties, still stand, as do a good
many of Bernacchi's structures, which
were Latsed in the sighties.

The history of Muaria lsland i& inter-
esting, and containg two eras of impori-
ance—the conviel settlement. and later
the hoom and burst period of the Ber-
nacehi company. The first European to
record  the sland was Tasman, who
noted it in his voyage of 1642, but we
do not_hear of it agnn until Cox visited
i 1789, Then the French expedition
under Captain Bandin enlled at the is-
Inud in 1802, and landed in order to
bury their surgoon, M. Monge, whose
rowaing nre supposed to lie near the
ghores of Chinaman’s Bay. The fvat
sottlement took place about 1825, when
the island was ehosen as a conviet sta-
tion, and many of the structures then
erected way be secn standing to-day,
the old barn and the store standing out
mrominently when approaching the is-
Tand from ihe west.  The Bernacchi eva
constitutes Lo date the wmost Nonrishing
period the island has experenced. This
was towards the end of the eighties.
This period was the outcome of the
efforts of a combany formed to develo
The natural resonrees of the island, a
A greal deal of work was done in the
wuy of evecting buildings, including
lavge cement worlis and kilns, a lLotel
cf 30 roems, the plantation of vine-
vards, and numerous smaller strnetures,
all of whizh ave to-day in a more or less
stnte of decay. However, if the cement
manufacturing poition of the company's
proposuls were onee ore set to work




it i probable that they could be made
to pay well, as there = not the shightest
doubt that the erwde material for the
manufacture of coment exists thero,
both in guantity and quality. Towever,
bafore we atbewpl Lo naticipate any
mture periods of presperity  for this
rettlement it may be as well for the
purposes of this report Lo record our
doings for the few delightful davs that
we were enabled to spend on this pictur-
esgue isle,

A start was made from Hobaul at 8
a.m. on Good Freiday morning, and the
Tnst Bay WNeck Canal was  passed
through soen after midday. Tunch was
served during the run through Black-
man's Bay, and soen afterwnrds the boass
passed  throngh the Narrvows, and a
tireet  course was shaved for Maria
Island, which conld he plainly seen
across the intervemng stretel of the
South Pacific Ocean.  After enlling ™
at Chinaman’s Bay, und landing several
moembers of the party, who preforved
in walk to Darlington, we ran to Rhe-
ban, and then Lo Darlinglon jetty,
which was venched alont 4 p.m. The
landing of the camp impedimenta was
inunediately proveaded with, and willing
workers soon loaded up the several wag-
gons gnd deays that had been comman-
deerved for our use in order thet our
many and varied articles and packages
mighl be transported to Lhe selected
site, which was about half a mile or
more from the heach, and in close
wroximity to the famows cement works
of the Bernacehi era of the island’s his-
Lory,  As soon  ax the wiggons had
Lrought up the first londs the ving of
axes and other tools conld be hesard, al!
boing actively emploved in order that
our embryo township might be securely
erected before darkness closed in. The
site was on ideal ane, as, although some
distance from the sea shore, n mountain
stream ran along the ling of tents, en-
suring a plentiful suopply of woter, as
well ag forming asolendid adinnet from
a seenic standpoint.  The fents were
piwced in o sheltored bholt of trees thal
fermed sn ezeellont breakwind, s well
a3 allewing the several soetions of the
camp to be placed in closs jraximity,
and vet \\'itﬁout- encroaching on one
another.  As sonn as the tonts had been
arceted and our Tuluwre homes put in
order the very weleome sound of the
dinper gong echoed (hrough the trees,
and ample justice was done to the first
camp mepl, which was served under

romantic  condilions among the gum
trees, will the ruins of the coment
works © looming  onb above the trees,
while over the hills behind rose in its
full glovy the Baster moon. After din-
ner a large five was built, and an enjoy-
able mugical evening spenl.

On Saturday several excursions were
made.  The largest party spent the
worning in an_inspection of the settle-
ment und fossil eliffs, and in the after-
noon sel out to climh the Bishop and
Clerk, 1 wountain overicoking the sen
at the southern end of the cliffs, The
climb proved much harder than had
been anbicipatod, and the ladies of the
party found the going rather diffieult
towards Lie summit, whiclh wus reached
at 4 pom. The ascent was well worth
the trouble, for Lthe vista unfolded was
superb.  Away fo the north the Schont-
ens stood eut boldly, the summits of
Mt. Froyeinet and the Hagards being
plainly discernible, while further west,
on the mainlnd, ranges could be dis-
cerned rolling back hill upon hill from
the shores, lapped by the sen, away into
tha dim idistance, where the horizen was
forimed of mountain and clowd entwin-
od, T the soulth-west Mount Welling-
len’s homely shape was easily noticed, as
well as other hills to the sonthward,
while as the eye roved round, the settle-
ment of Darlington appeaved through a
break in the beld of Oyster Bay pines
geamingly almost al our feet.  After
enjoying this pancrama for some Lime,
and allowing the photographers of the
party to make recovds of our visit to
the summit, the return journey was
commenced,  This  proved rather o
tiving trip for somoe of the fnrt.,\r and
comp wns not reached until darkness
way fnlling.

(On the following day a number of
members enjoyvod a twenty mile tramp
to Chinaman and Reidle Bnys, while
others spent the time in fishing or in
making exceursions to places of interest
14 proximity to the camp.

On Monday the cnief event of the
day wes the dredging trip, and those
members interesterd in this braneh of
seience spent a very profitable day in
the g5, Warrentinna, which was skil-
fully handled by Captain Kerr, enabling
the dredge end trawl to be worked to
the Lest advantuge., The evening camp-
five soviuls were o distinet fealuve of the
camp, atil their success was due parily
ty the ideal wealher conditions and to
those members who eontributed musical
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Mention might well be made of
Messrs. Guilbert’s and Pitfield’s zono-
phones, as well as Mr. Hector Me-
Rae's 1tems with the aid of the bag-
pipes. The camp lires were much larger
than usual, as all hands used to as
semhble before dinner each evering and
build the fire, the logs in many cases
being about ten feet long and two or
three feet in diameter.

During the trin a fair amount of fish-
ing was done, flathcad being taken in
large numhbers, while rock ecod, perch,
anid other varieties served to vary the
haul. One fishing parly, consisting en-
tirely of ladies, had a lively auarter of
an hour owing to hookinez, but failing to
land a shark whose dimensions could
not be accurately determined owing to
conflicting evidence.

items.

10

On Tuesday morning the eamp was
hroken up, and our baggage carted to
the jetty to aweit the areival of the
steamer, which finally had all aboard,
and started for home at 3.20 p.m,
Owing to darkness falling and a very
low tide st the Cuanal, it was rather
doubtful for » time whether we should
get through or not, hut owing to good
spamanship on the part of the skipper
we were brought safely through. Dur-
ing the voyage Lo Lown the zonophone
was again requisitioned. and the camp-
fire s=onge and o} & SUNE. The
amooth san and mnsieal items cansed the
time to pass [aivly guickly, and we were
landed at the Hobart whartf at 11 pom..
thius bringing to an end one of the most
enjoyable outings ever held hy the Field
Naoturalists' Cluh,

ENTOMOLOGICAL

NOTES

{By G. H. HARDY, Assistant Curator, Hobart Museum)

Considering  the beasutiful weather
eonditions just before and during the
camp, the entomology of Maria Island
was very noor, even tor Haster,

Aptera. A few stray specimens of
this order were noted, but not taken.

(rthopters.—Very seares, nome
taken; all the specimens noted werve of
the commonest kinds,

Neuroptera.— One specimen of Heme-
vohiina was taken and ene Dragon-ly
SCeT ;N0 IOre specimens were seen, al-
though a specinl search was made for
this order.

Hymenoptera were very scantily re-
presented.  One  Protoctrypide;  eight
Iraconidie (3 new to my collection);
one Tehnenmon ; one female Thynnidse :
one Sphegidie (Subtam. Larrides): and
three Apides, or bees. -Yarious counmon
ants were noted, but not taken.

Lepidoptera.— Butterfics  were maod-
arately  plentiful, espeeially  our two
cemmenest hrowns, but wearly all were
very battered and worn. Moths were
more plentiful, but only twe specimens
Hepialidee were taken.  One of these,
Trictena (Pielus) labyrinthics, is a very
magnificeny specimen, with a Bin, ex-
panse of wing.

Dipters,—¥Fles were moderately re-
presented, but only twe specimens worno
taken, one o Syrphid, genus Trygriphus,
and  the other s speeies of Muscide
Aealyptratee goite new  to me;  four
specimeons were taken on the sand dunes
aronnd Darlington Bayv; the wings woere
milley white. with a Jarge bleck bloteh
covering the spieal half of the wing,
more or less resehing the tip.

Hemipters were renressnted by a fow
odd specimens of Reduvide and Cap-
sidte,  None were collected.
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DREDGING OPERATIONS
By PROFESSOR THOMSON FLYNN, B.Sc.

On this oceasion, as on all others, one
of the principal ohjects of the annnal
Faster camp of the Field Naturalists’
Club was the collection of zoological
specimens, with the object of lending
aid to the elucidation of any problems
connected with the lower launa of the
Hiate. Tn the accomplishment of this
ohject the use of the dredge and the
trawl plays an important part, and to
a great extent this is the most fascin-
ating portion of the work, but land and
shore collecting, as well as surface nel-
iing, are to be counted as important
factors towards atiaining the desived
ohject.

The Easter of this year was not the
first occasion on which the members of
the club had visited Maria Tsland.
the last occasion (1912) suceessiul dredg-
ing was accomplished in 100 fathoms off
the const of the isiand.

Other expeditions have dredged near
Maria Tsland at varions times., Some
few years ago the Aurora (of the Aus-
tralian Antarctic Expedition) made sue-
cessful hauls in 65 and 1.300 fathoms
in the open sea, a fow miles off Reidle
Bay. The Commonwealth trawler Hn-
-deavonr also explored the waters be-
tween Marin Island and the mainland,
and last vear the memhbers of the Hrit-
ixh Association for the Advancement of
Seience took part im a scientifie exenr-
gion to Marvin Teland, and important
collectionz of sponges and other inverte-
brates were on thal epeeasion made by
Prof. Dendy and Dr. Tattersall, col-
lections which, it iz hoped., will help
materially in bringing the lower marine
fauna of Tasmania under the notice of
British scientists.

. The Hasy Coast of Tasmania hns, ow-
ing mainly to the efforts of the Field

Naturalists' Club, heen scientifically
well explored, and the following list
shows the localities of the various

camps and the depths in which dredming
has been corrvied on:—

1800, —Wineglass Eay, 5-35 fathoms.

1910 —Cole's Bay, 1015 fathoms, 100
fathoms.

1912.—Maria Tsland, 10-20 fathoms,
100 fathoms.

1915, —Safety Cove, 5-20 fathoms, 60
fathoms.

1914.—Wineglass Bay, 5-20 fathoms,
65 fathoms,

1015.—Maria Island, 5-20 fathoms.

Such a list is one of which any ¢lub
might be prowd, and, in conjunction
with the other work carried out, should
i a short time make it possible for a
comprehensive survey of the Tasmanian
marine fanna to be carried out.

As regarvds the Baster trip of 1915,
dredeing was carried out under ideal
weather conditions.  The apparatus
consisted of a gmall dredge (intended
ouly for a stand-by, and net used on
the trip), and a 10fl. trawl specially
purchased by the trustees of the Tas-
manian Museum.  The use of such a
trawl in a boat like the Warrentinna
is not unattended with difliculty, and
Captain Kerr is to be congratulated
on his excellent handling of the boat
and his good humour throngh all the
necessary dislocntion of the ship’s rout-
ine which follows use of dredging ma-
terial.

The area covered by dredging was
an extensive one, hetwesn Maria Island
and the mainland, in depths varying
from live to twenty [athoms. The sea
hottom here is covered by a carpet of
the most gorgeonsly hued  sponges,
amongst which grow masses ol sea-
weed., It iz, perhaps, not advisable to
oo into datails of the “eatehes,” but it
may be mentioned that they ineluded
almost every form of marine life, poly-
son, hydrozoa. worms, stprlishes,
ather echinoderms, orostacen, molluses,
ofe., hesides fish of various kinds, in-
elnding torpede {electric) rays, sole,
flathead, “pipe” fish, and others.

During dredging operalionz the sur-
face net was handled to great advan-
tage by Mr. Dechaineux, and the re-
sult showed that the sea here abounds
in the small ermstacen  (Copepodal
pointed out hy Professor Herdman and
others as being of so much importanee
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in their velation Lo l=h food.  Besides
these, there were numbers of meduss,
and larvee of varions crnstacea  and
ecchinoderms.

Some larger animals were got in Lhe
suiface net h\' working [rom the pier;

frue J('H‘L‘i}lt‘h and peculiar jellyfish-
like ereatures, called “etenmophores,
which possess a globhular hody  hesel

with cight meridional bands, each band
baaring  wibratile eomb-like sbructores,
the movements ol which sive it a
beantiful iridescent appearsnce. Ronnd
the pier could be seen the larve of the
eommon erayiich in such quantities as

te form clouds n the water which

totally obscured the bottou.

Little shore collecting was done, it
having heen eshansted on  previous
tripz; bot it would be well, perhaps, Lo
mention that two students of the Uni-
versiby of Tasmania, Messea, V. Hick-
man, B.8e., and ucttmcrha.m Moore,
who lately visited Reidle Bay, have
hranght back some important  collec-
Hons, ineluding a number of shore-liv-
ing Pyenogonida (“sea spiders™) the first
to be recarded from Tasmania,  Sev-
eral hwve provieusly been  found  in
waters ranging from 10 o 65 fathoms.

TABANIFOR-
nospecies of blood-sucking

Wing of SPANIOPEIS
S, Whi T,
rI\ hn loneging bo a new genus, and species

the Louj_' Teptidm, was eanght at
yeinet's 'I‘-uin.-‘-u[]n r.iumn“ the Baster
mp of the Tasmanian Field Natural-
ists’ Cluly, 1814, This speeies was sub-

102054

sequently deseribed by Mr, Arvthur White
in the Proceedings of the Loyal Society of
Tasmania, 1974,

The ;r,v:lma] appearance of this fly is
like the March-fly (Tabanide:, bt very
small, being slightly wnder { inch in
length.
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The Fossil Cliffs near Darlington,
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