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Tasmanian Field Naturalists'® Club

EASTER

By E. A.

Tt is plensing to regovd that the seventh
Laster camp-oul of this club bas heen
suceessiully” held, the site of the ecamp
being Deep, Hole, ot Southport. It may
be interesting to mention first the sifes
of earlier eatnps, and to give the num-
bers present:-—

1905.— Bream Creek; camping party, 9.

1996.—Cole’s Bay (Freyciuet Peninsu-
la); eamping party, 40.

1907.—South Bruni; camping party, 27.

1908.—Mavia Island; camping party, 27.

1979.—Wineglass Bay (Freycinet Penin-
sitlin); camping parvty, 84

1919.—Col2’s Bay; camping party, 97.

1911.—Southport; camping party, 60.

During the last three camps ladies have
attended.

it will heseen from the above that in
comparison with former years this sea
son’s camp was no mean one, and L
would doubfless have proved a record if
the site had not been chunged several
Limes, owing to unforescen eircumstances.
Tort Davey was first fixed upon, but a
steqmer could not be procured to convey
menthers  there, Forteseue DBay, near
Fort Avihnr. was agreed upon as an al-
fornative sifs, but this was abundoned
in tavour of Reehorehe. Then opinion
seeed to lean more towards Southport
as n ecamping ground, so tnat the camp
was finnlly settled there. The s.s. “l'ogo
was seenved £ take most of the party,
and Mr. W. Guolding took several in his
stenrs, yaeht Bding, The Bdina remained
at the eamp, and was placed at members’
digpeen] for dredging, as well as for tak-
ing parties to places of interest. "Thevo
were alsn the motor-yacht Paney, which
wns usell by fishing parties, and two
smaller banfs. These four made up the
camp flotilla.

Leaving Hobart at 11.15 p.m, on Thors-
day, April 18, and  proceeding down
' Entrecasteanx Channel, Deep Hole was
renched in four hours time. Disembark-
ing was at once proceeded with, this bie-
ing helped by the light of a full moon.
A large five was started on shore, and
here the ladies and @ proportion of the
men and juniors grouped themselves to

CAMP-OUT,

1911

ELLIOTT, Hon. Secretary.

wait for dayhreak, whilst parties expler-
e the vieinity for camping grownds, or
carried goods along the jetty. 'The labori-
ous snd more ot less exeiting landings at
Tormer cumps by boating the members
and their impedimenta from the ship was
dispansed with in this case, owing to the
fact that a fine jetty used for stacking
tirnber for transhipment to various parls
of the world wps erected there. cep
Hole obrains its name from being a fine
anchorage in a more or less shallow bay.
Some hnts, commodious and clean, close
to the jetty were found to be unoceupied,
and were used as cook’s quarviers. The
ladies' tents were erected on the south
side. and were hordered by one stream;
the men’s tent: seattered towards the
nortl, were bounded by another.

Liamedintely after hreakfast had BHeer
enjosad parties set about numeroas dutios
in the enmp, and when these were done,
left in small etachments for a walk
aeross the hills to Sonthport Lagoon. Thiy
is o large shept of shallow woter, with
several aslands, wnd e the backgroun |
the fine La Perouse range of mountains
shows up with their snow-capped peaks—
<now being on these mountains for nine
montlis of the year. On one of the head.
fands close to fhe entranee to the lagoon
is a monument erected in memory of the
many who perighed in the conviet ship
George 1I1., which struck a submerged
vock  now ealled after the ship, in 1834,
Most of the party visited the monument,
and several photographed it.

Trips ware made to Recherene, where
the atamaran conl mines and sawmills
were visited, and the scenery en route
was mueh admired. Sawmills ave inmer-
ous in this part of the country, some of
them being within a few miles of the
eamp. Not one was working fully during
any part of our visit, but descriptions
were given, showing the manipulation of
legs in theie conversion into sawn fim-
her The lengthy tramways inte the for-
ests were frequently availed of hy parties
from the camp.

The chief excursion by members of the
eamp was that made to the Ida Bay
Caves, when Ehe whole party of 57, leav-
ing only the threée cooks in camp, went



up ‘the Narrows to the Lune Kiver. Most
beautiful seenery was viewed all the waw
on the water, and made one wish to see
more of that part of the eountry, Fifty-
two formed the party to the eaves, and
much eredit is due to the ladies and
vonnger members of the party for their
endurance an o decidedly fatigning trip.
Unhappily no ene in the party was sure
of the frack, although some Juul Leen
here several years ago, vet the timber-
getters had so altered the charvacter of
the conntry that the way was lost, and
for some {ime he party was hushed, In
e endd, however Lhn caves were found,
and a short ent t:[n'nugh virgin forest was
mate to them fram the tramline where
the parky was waiting, The entrance to
the caves is magnificent, about 200ft. of
clift heing: surrounded by tree ferns and
ather  beautiful folinge. A creek runs
into tle entrance, and ss this is Tollowad
vaull aller vaull is discovered, and many
of them are fringed with stalactifes hang-
ing from the roofs or ledges on the walls,
In several parts stalogmites rise from {hi
floors.  The vetwm that day to  the
launches was late, and part pf the jour
ney on fhe water was by moonlight—it
was o very bired and hungrey party which
sat ab fable in eamp thal evening,

During the camp the fishing done was
poot, Seining on ‘the beach resulted in
only a fow flounders being foken, and
Afishing fromi boats in the bay and af
the Actmon Islands gave no better luek.
Nmme of the fine hauls tuken on the [last
Coast trips eheered the fishers and helped
out the lavder.

The scientifie results nre given by the
pxperts who attended;, hut it may be
here statod that dredging was on Iy under-
taken in shailow water, and with very
poor yesults. The hotanists of the enmp
had l}llll'(' to work at, and several good

collec were made. The geology and
hivd will also e given in following

repnrts,
On the whele, the eamp was a very

suceessful one, and many things worlked

together for the enjoyment of all.

BOTANICAL NOTES.

(By L. Rodway, Government Botanist.)

The hotany thal engaged the attention
of students at the Easler camp-ont was
Faivly extensive, ranging from Recherehe
to Ida Bay Caves. It was all the more
interesting to those living in Mobart in
that it included many flowering plants
commonly associnted in our minds with
the West Coast, and not found near the
capital,  Climatie difference was clearly
indicaled by such plants as myrile, lau-

rel, sassafras, and horizontal growing at
sea ievel.  Too much must not be in-
ferved from this, for it is probable that
the unfitness of onr home climate to pro-
perly support these fornis is due to the
destirnetive habit of man eleaving out
vegetation that would ctherwise hnve pre-
venterl injurions winds from reaching the
soil,

I'wo proteas were met with that are

typically western, namely, the native
plim and white waiatah. Plum is un-
commonly like laurel whey in folinge,

but vhe flowers ave small and of a4 very
diffevent structure, and the fiuit is vround,
fleshy, ard purple, <trnetured much as o
plume It 18 not pleasant to the taste.
White waratal is veally reluted to wara-
tah, bt not o bit iike it.  The fowers
are small, white, and numerons, arranged
elosely along erveet, white stalks. This
plant’is fairly comnioh on the damp hill-
siddes in the vieinity of the eaves.  Botl
plum and white waratal are of excep-
tinnal intoeeesy, in that not only aee they
confined to the western part of Toasmania,
but neither they nor any very close rela-
tive are fo he Tound in any olher part
of e world They, like many other
Tasmanian plants, ave remnants of o losl
flora that onee covered a now last land.

Fueryphiy grows abundantly. Tt is a
most. syinmetrical tree, anhd hears Targe,
white flowers during some months of the
vear.  In low lands it is generally in
flower at Taster, but in many plaees it
is found flowering as early as Christmas.
This is often ralled leatherwood, but it
is not the original leatherwood of the
anasl. Horizontal is closely allied to
neryphia, though its small, obscure
flowers do not suggest this at first sight.
It eomes turther east than most of the
West Coast stuff, as it occurs on Mount
Wellington, Uxbhridge, and Monnt Field.
in anything but very wet and protected
spots it is persistently eveel and slendey,
In suitahle spots where moisture, shnde.
and stillness encourage, it will grow with
great vapidity Hill the weight of the long
bole overcomes The vesistence af the hase,
and it proeeeds to lie down.  Now, from
every node tltere grows up a strietly
creet and slender branch.  When (e
miss of these nequire suflicient lenglh to
give them the power they twist the parent
stems  and  lay themselves procambent,
Under suitable conditions this will pro-
duee n perfect network of impenetrable
stems for thivty feet above the ground.

The distviet offers a greal variely of
the heath family. The prevailing Fpa-
erls is not the commnion bLeath, but one
that has not vet received an ordinary
name.  From the loeality where it niakes
:ts hame it gnay be ealled swamp heath.
Tt is somewhat like our rocket, hut {he
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leaves are broader and morve robusk, and
the fAowers, though very similar, arve less
]plcnl'iful along the stems. Climbing
woath with its benutiful pendent, erim-
son flowers, was in quantity whevever
the wood was densze and danip. Two
<hruhs bearing  beautilul  puee bervries
were plentiful,  Near the caves they
were excoptionally fine.  I'he commoner
oneas the 2ross-lenved puse-berry. e
other, which was more plentiful a little
way up the Catamaran, is Gunn's piice-
berry.,  On the const muny of the parry
gathered fine speeimens of the maroon
fruited Billardiera, This form is almost
confined Fo the immediate vieinity of the
seq, hut not  absaelutely so, arvely it las
heen feund inland. If the seed of {his has
its cont lightly filed and then sonked in lot
water for some hours it will germinate
almost at onee, There is one unfortunate
feature about it, namely, it does not al-
wavs come true to colonr.  The seedhngs
often produce berries of a dirty purple
fint.  Near the sen, in the vicinity of
the lagoan, was found the coastal seented
bush, There are many forms of this,
and il is yet a matter of individonl opin-
ion where speeifie separation should come
in.

The track from the Luune to the caves
passes  along a  swampy button-grass
plain, and here was found extensively
the beautiful little butterfly plant. The
flowers, as usual, were usually two, pur-
ple, on top of a slender stem a few
inches nigh. Occasionally specimens with
white flowers were seen, The plant, wlien

rowing in mud, develops few or sio green
eaves, Tor the plant is earnivorous, and
the leaves are specially adapted to sup-
ply it with animal food. ~The leaves,
especinlly in water, arve threadlike, and
very divided; they have the appearance
of lateral shoots, Lut are true leaves.
Upon hranches of these leaves ave e~
veloped peenliar little  fraps, specially
suited to eateh small animals; they ave
romdish, abovt the size of a medinm-
sized shot, and have a wondarful little
trap-door, allowing an animal to enter,
but preventing its exit, 'T'he inside of
the chamber has an its surface two kinds
of processes.  One kind, which are many
and minute, lodk like mininture racks:
{he other are small papiile.  The rack-
like objects appear to be special sense-
organs for tolling the plant when there
is a digestible beast in its pouch; (he
papillae then secrete an enzyine that con-
verts proteid into a soluble condition.

The proteinaceous parts of the animal arve

accordingly dissolved and absorbed, to the
henefit of the host, only the chitinous
portions of the prey being left in the
sack to tell the tale.

In the heathy country ax-ut Scuthport
the curious Campynema is common.
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i an eveet little herb, o few inches high,
with one or few erecl green flowers; there
is one strap-like leu¥ arising from the
tase of the stem. No one would be
taken by its beauty, but a botanist should
rave over it, for it seems so isolated. It
is only tound in Tasmania, and nothing
like it ceenes anywhere else, Ib seems
to be distantly related to the iris fam-
ily, and no farvther from the amaryllids;
it seems too much to make a family sim-
ply for its rveception, so it finds any
place wherve tempornry convenience sug-
wests.  'I'nsmania is exceptionally vich
in endemic plants, and many romantie
theories may he erected on this faet, ot
least ono of whieh will probably be true.
One little fern was met with that drew
forth the admirvation of all taking an
interest in plants; it was Hymenophyl-
lum marginatum.  The leaf is quite
simple, nhout half an ineh high, with a
well-developed rib, and a thickened mar-
gin, It looks for all the world like one
of the ligulate liverworts, and no doubt
is often overlooked on  this account.
Hitherto it has only been recorded From
few places. and now “near Tda Hay
Caves” must be added to them. Mosses
and liverworts. fungi, and lichens abound
in the dense forest, but there is no room
for them heve,

Southport and the neighhouring coast
has boen o favourite eollecting ground for
senweeds.  Many mteresting forms have
been gathered here in days gone by, prin-
cipally by C. Stuart, and they were pub-
lish=d by W, H. Harvey in his splendid
work o Australian Algm.  Unfortunate-
ly, pressure of time prevented us from
devoting much time to dredging, vel we
gathered =ome wood plants, chiefly Dbe-
tween the Aetoan Island and George 111,
Heaf, in twenty fathoms of water.  The
best were Buplilota jeannevettii (Harv.),
Sehnitz, Polysiphonin hystrix  (Hapv.),
Thamnorloninm clavifernm J. Ag.. Am-
phiom charpides Lamour, Bellotia erio-
phorum (Harv.l, and ('.'-ultim'un eactoides,
T, Br  The st was the most interest-
ing take, as it Nad not previously been
veeorded from Tasmania,

—————

GEOLOGICAL NOTES ON
SOUTHPORT DISTRICT.

(By A. D. Mackay, B.Sc.)

THE

At the camp, geological exploration Was
carried on under a disadvantage. This

class of work requires move time than
could be given, and, moreover, the wood-
el nature of the country so prevented ob-
servation of the underlying rocks that
Elw.-m notes must necessarily he imper-
fect.



S0 far as could be ascertained, the
series exposed in the district is as fol-
lows s — -

. Slag heaps.

Native shell mounds
Raised Beaches.
Diabase.

Fingal series.

Ida Bay series,
Southport series.
Limestone.

. Quartz grits.

=}
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1. These quarts grits were found appars
ently umle-r]l\'illg t‘fw limestone ot the Idn
Pay caves, ’l'lu-_v arve composed of quartz
particles cemented  together by a siub-
stanco like kaolin, They arve ot well
exposed, owing to the vogetakion,

2. Ab vavions parts of Tasmania, nof-
ably at the Great Hend of the Gordom
River, we find exposures of limestoue.
This limestone is of lower Ordovician nee,
and has been named [he Gordon River
limestone. 1t is generally of a davk grey
eolonr, rveguluvly Bedided, and somewhat
vrgillaceons. At Mole  Creek, Cunn’s
Plains, Ida Bay, and elsewlere, caves
hava hoeen worn in it by surfaee waters.
Thase at Tda Bay were visited hy o camp
H:m-l'y. At this poinl the rock is of a
darke grey colour, with signs of metamaor.
phism. Tt is havd and brittle, with veins
of enleite.  Thdugh usnally of fine lex-
ture, it may become of & faivly ~onese
erystalline strneture when it is lighter
in eolour. No organie remains weve ob-
served, hut it may be that the microscape
would reveal them.

The caves themselves form u channel
for a stream which flows into them. The
onflet end of the eaves is unknown, It
would apvear that a tributary of the
Lune River, in the process of hage-level-
ing its valley, exposed these roeks. wlich
were sufficiently porous to ahsorh it. The
walter gradually dissolved the rock away,
until a small inland droinage hasin was
formed,  The track to the caves goes
down what was seemingly the old ereek
valley, '

A somewhat simjlar example can be
seen forming at Civenlar Ponds, near
Mole Creek, in the same limestone.

The enves take the form of o series
of lavge halis, rather bare of staluactites,
but with one or two massive examples,
These stalactites are formed by surface
witers percolating through the vock, and
dissolving it. When exposed to the mr
in the eaves they deposit erysfalline eal-
cite, hoth on the rvoof and floor, "Mhese
projecti ms continue to grow till they
meet. The white secondary material con-
trasts strongly with the dark eolouy of
the massive roek. One very intervesting
spocimen  was  scenred  consisting of o
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widerworn fragment of o stalactite. Tt
showed the cone-in-gone strueture, as well
as the andulating surface nroduced by
the water in part'ally re-dissolving it. A
soft pink inerusting inineral found near
the eave montl was fested, and proved to
he montmovillonite (Hydrons alinminigm
silinter,

3. At Southport, sandstones, mudstones,
grits, and shales are exposed of Pormo-
enrhattiferons age.  The sandstones ave
lightt-calonrved, and show spangles of mien.
The hules vre of o grey colovr.  These
heds  vesershls  the nocklofty series,
which come hetween these and the Ida
Bay series in point of age,

4. 'The Ida Bay series wera nol inspect-
ed by caomp members.  They consist of
coal-hearing shale and sandstone.

S, Tninediately  above the  Tda
cories gve the beds  belonging  fo
lecherehe hasing of the Tingal semes.
These nrve known as  the upper  conl
measnres. A pmrty visited the Catuninrap
colliery, and by the conrtesy of the many.
ger were shown round updergronnd. The
calliery is situated about a mile from the
hay, The heds consist of sandstones amd
slinles, with conl seams dipping novth-
west at about 10deg.  Two senms  are
known, an upper one 9ft. thick, and n
lower ane 6ft. thick. Only 5ft. of the
unper seam is at present heing worked,
Bands ol elay veeur in the eoal, hnt are
camhblo of easy separation. The conl 1s
hright, and hard, snd assays 6669 per
eent. fixed eavhon, 25—27 per cent. vola
file matter, and under 4 por cent. ash. I+
is claimed For this eonl that it is the hest
in Tasmanin  the assay of the conl from
the Cornwall and Mount Nicholas col-
lievies heing 5701 per cenf, fixed ear-
bon. 18—27 per cent. volufile matter, and
g—15 per eent. osh.

An interesting feature ohserved by the
narty wis the local erushing in of the
floor by reason of the superimposed
weight.

6. Some time after the deposition of the
upper conl measures the island was sub-
ireled fo o greal intrusion  of  dinhase.
This rock is taken to be of upper meso-
zoie_age. 1t occurs in guantity in the
south-east as the eaps of hills. Tt forms
the arent eentral tableland, and is found
m the north of Mersey Bluff, Port Sprell
Point, and elsewhere, ™ It i of medium
grain and doark eolour. No flow structure
is visible. Tt is composed essentially of
wroxene amd a basie felspar (Labrador-
ite). While it is of hasic composition, its
silica contents being 52—57 per cent., it is
typieally free from olivine, which is a
nselnl snide in field work ns distinguish.
ing this rock from tertiary basalt.

- The rock has solidified in the form of
dykes, luceoliths, and sills in the midst
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of the older vocks. Onfortunately must
of the contacts ave obscured by vegeta-
tion, or oveérlying seil, but those which
are seen show that the vock is of finei
texture near the contact, while the sedi-
mentary rocks show evident signs of
meta-morphism. The sandstonesand shales
of permo-carboniferous age become lovially
hardened into quartzites md chert, econi
is injured, and faults arve developed. Seve-
ral fine sections showing these fealtives
can be seen nepr Hobart, such as Angusta-
yoad, Huon-road, Bellerive, and Sandford.

Omne such example was seen at South-
port not far from the "Gtack of Bricks.”
'he section exposed at the neighbouring
clifiy shows a series of permo-carboniler-
ons mudstones and shales  horizontally
bedded at the western end, and inclined
and dipping abour 20 degrees west further
east, Heve they can he seen to be lying
on dinbase, which continues to the chan-
nel.  The igneus rock is of fine texture
at the contuet, while the sedimentaries
linve been so locally hardened as to give
rise to a small promontory.

When such a laccolith is exposed by
denudation the igneus rock, being harder
than the sedimentaries, is eroded more
slowly. A mountain is formed often sur-
ronnded by a ring of sedimentaries.
atount Wellington is sueh an example,
in other cases the locally-harvdened sedi-
tirentaries may be left as a wall running
round the central core. T am informea
that Adamson’s Peak and Mount La
Peiouse are examples, but cannot spealk
from personal knowledge.

Near the George LI, nonument some
specimens were oblained of a rather de-
composed portion of the diabage, bat in-
tevesting as pluinly showing twinned crys-

tals of Telspar. 'ne rock is here of
shightly conrser grain than is usual.
i eoaling this roek eracks, and fre-

auently assumes o eolumnayr stroeture.
The Otgan Eises on Mount Wellington
are an example.  These cracks afford pas-
sage for waters, which decompose the con-
stituent miverals of the vosk, amd ve-
dinusit varioos  sulistanees  in these
cracks, such as magnesium and calcinm
carbonates, limon.te, ard hydrous sili-
cates.

7. After the diabase intrusion the coun-
try suffered from a prolonged denudafion,
which js still proeesding. Oseillations ol
land and sea followed, during which elay
and leaf beds have been formed, The beds
seen nt Sandy Boy arve an example. At
w later date basalt was poured gut over
a great part of the island.  The rock
exposed at the Alexandra Battery, near
Hohavt, belongs to this. Subsequent ele-
vation of the land surface has given rise
{o the deep gorges in the north and west,
while still later depression has produced
drowned valleys. Examples are the

Tamar in the North, and the Derwent
and Huon in the South. The various
bays in the south-gast of the island would
result from the same cause. A slight ele-
vation has caused rajsed beaches. These
are visible all along the North Coast, at
Wineglass Bay in the east, and at South-
port and Cox’s Bight in the south., The
flat  land Iying round Deep IHole aniel
Southport Lagoon will be a fnmiliar ex-
ample to camp members. The camp was
established on it. This flat is of a very
sandv nature, and the wind has heaped
it into sand dunes, which are slowly tra-
velling seawards.  Their advaice is re-
tarded by the bushes growing on  the
sand, but their shape is frequently typi-
cal. "Ths hest example seen was near rlh.«
George II1. monument,

8. At various points on the coast line
chell piles ave found, tegether with
aborigival worked flakes. I'he heaps are
maevked from  nalural ones, consisting:
invariatly of edible varieties only. What
may ba an example was seen not {ar from
the camp.

9. A deposit which may, perhnus, be
worthy of mention in connectivn with the
camp is the pile of slag at the pier, This
slag is upit'llwr natural wor Tasmanian,
Lut appavently has heen brought [rom
Sentl Australin as ballast for sﬁips. The
lieap also eontains pieces of tertiary ba-
selt, sandstune, and guartzite.

Resources.

While there is no reason why mineral
deposits slivild not be found in the pre
Devonian rocks (the quartz grits  and
limestone), no sighs of mineral were seen.
The lime:tone, however, is hard enough
sed as a building stone. A sam-
tlie massive rock from the caves
polish. Tiurther, when the
nt 1t provides a very good
Tl:¢ lime which is produced fromn
heds at Guun’s Plains and Beacons-
field finds a ready sale.

ple

'i"he coal which is mined in the Lower
Mezozoic measures is of good quality, and
shoakd prove of great importaves.  ‘Lhe
water eoreriage is geod, hut harhonr faeili-
t1es ave ponr. It is to be hozed that the
nenr “uture will see this industry sue-
cessful.

The diabase is used in Launceston for
roarl metal and as a ‘huilding stone. As
it is a very tough rock, it is useful for
works where diessed faces are not te-
quired.

The soil of the district is rather poor,
but may suffice for apple-growing. It is
qmite eapable of produeing splendid tim-
her, however, which deserves to he hetter
leoked after than it is. It is noticeable
that many of the trees and shrubs found
on the West Coast veeur here.



T addition to these 1esources the
seenery 18 of such a nature as to miake
the frip qnite worth the while for tourists
if acesmmodation were pravided. Adam
son's Peak and dMount La Perause cre
both fine mountains, wvith pretty guliies
and watertalls. "I'he Ida Bay Caves also
deserve attention.

BIRD LIFE NOTES.

(By Robert Hall, C.M.Z.8.)

Southport is not the most inviting place
the world has to offer the man whno has
nninterest in bivd life; it lacks the rich
lagouns that give food in zbundance to
the wading binds, and the neighbournig
hills are not well endowed  with Froit-
benring trees, or insects in faiv gnantity,
to provide for passerves in geneinl, Hope
luy in the Southport lagoon for members
of the plover family, but this was not
realised.  We had o reasonable expecta-
tion of seeing the last of the miglatory
birds before they started on their journey
to the far north. HEvery year at this sea-
son (Aprili the tringas aud the golden
plovers set out for Northern Siberia; they
have spent the snmmer in the South of
Australia, wherc they have hunted the
great lagoons for food, and when April
tomes the longing for the old home takes
possession of them. It is then that they
set out on thelr 8,000 miles’ flight, passing
along the east eonst of Australia, through
Northern New fGuinea and Manechuria,
arviving about three weeks later in the
“frogen north.” Here they await the
melling of the snow before proceeding
further on their way. The snow melts at
the rate of 1,600 miles a week, and within
five weeks of the himds having sat out
from Seuthport they have arvived within
fhe basin of any one of the great N.I.
Siberinn rivers.

These were the birds in which we were
interested, but we were only ahle to res
card the faet that they had l«ft. We
looked for another interesting water bird,
Richardson's skua gull,  1t, teo, nests in
the northern hemisphere, hul oceasion-
ally one fuds stragglovs at this tinie of
the year in the estuary of the Derwent;
this year we eauld find none.

The silver wall (Larvids nove-hollandim).
fortunantely, was free from the worry of
its parasitic cousin, the skun. Tt parddled
aiietly ahout the fringe of the Southpor
agoon. A gull-like hird, twice the size of
the siiver species, flew round the margin
of the bay, elose by our comp. It was the
young of the pacific gull. During its first
year of life il is brown. T we visil Lhe
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same camp next year we should probably
find this bird brown and white. If it were
still about the eamp on a thivd year's
visit the light brown would have disap-
pearved—it would be mostly snow-white,
with an orange bilt. )

‘The young of a closely-allied species
(Llarus dominicus) has been known to ma-
ture in one year, but this appears to be
quite exceptional. Two members of ou:
party visited tlie Actw:ion 1slands, hring
ing back specimens of two other sea birds,
the fairy penguin and the short-tailed
petrel. This petrel (Fuffinus tenuirostris),
known to many as “mutton-hird,” was
found in burrvows of the graund, in an
interesting stage of its life history. The
whole of the downy plumage was being
pushed nway from the bird by the tips
cf the eoming “‘adult plumage.”  The
young were now being temporarily desert-
ed by their parents; they appeared to be
just one mass of oil and feathers, and
the parvents were encouraging them to
leave theiv nests by staying away from
them “oe ten days. Without @ fresh sup-
ply ol food, the young would have an op-
partunity of thinning off, and finally in
the twilight leave for the ocean.

The pipit (Anthus australis) and the
sombite scrub-tit  (Sericornis humilis)
were two other birds found on the Ac-
toocns.  Nearer our camp, which was
pitched upon a raissd beach, we met seve-
ral families of the spine-billed honey-
eater. They were the most common birds
abont the camp. The most noisy one was
the crescent honey-eater (M. pyrrhoptera).
One day we were visited by a flock
of sordid wood swallows., It was a
grie! to us that this beautiful little bird
should have been, apparently, ill-named.
Apart from its grace of flight and useful-
ness of habit, it is interesting on account
of its plumage. It has what are known
to naturalists as “powder downs.,” i.e.,
groups of disintegrating fenthers, hidden
beveath the contour fealhers.

We had expected to be free from our
feathered friends of the city; but no.
a floek of starlings came upon us, the
Stnrnus vulgarus of London and Hobart.
These hardy little fellows will fare bette)
in this inclement climate than many an-
other insectzenting hivd.

Among the parrvots, the yellow-vented
speties was fairly numerous. It was the
enly species we saw,  Harly on Easter
moruing we lieard o solitary fhirush, not
the hird that “sings its song [wice over,”
bt the grey thrush (T, roetivostris) of
ol own woodlund. In the early morning
in the spring of the year this bird sings
very finely, Had fthe bivds of the dis-
frict been at all mumerpus, we should
have known the morning (hut we lnded
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as we stood round the camp fire between
1 and 6 am. As it was, we heard vely
little.

The bittelier bird (€. cinereys)
absgnd with its autumn songs aecasion-
ally the mote of the dusky fantail (K.
divmenensis) would drift to us over the
warsh. At sunrise came the eall of the
crow ilrough the tree tops, while in the
apen timber  below the senrlet-hreasted
pobin might be seen, Away in the hills,

Wil

boevugd the Narrows, we Found flie dusky
vobin (Potropen viltata, Ouy fishiernien
broughl o white-hreasted eovmorvant into
enmip, and told us Hhal they hud seen the
large sea eagle (11 lenengaster) in the
eonree ol their wanderings. These two
lust elosed the list of birds that we were
able to ddentify with any certainty.

The few species we did see were suffi-
cient to provide an intevest ani a pleas-
ant holiday

CAMP TOILET,






