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Casmanian Field Naturalists Club.

A very enjoyahle ram?-out of members

of the Iield Naturalists’ Club took place
at Freycinet Peninsula, on the Bast Coast,

Lhe place bheing locally* known as The
Schontens, Lost  year’s eamp-out at
Hream Creek was very enjoyable, but was
oxeeeded by this one. Our full strength
was exactly 40 on this eccasion.

Many of {he members broughl camerns
with them, conspicuous among these being
Me, J. W, Deattie, pliotographer to the
Tasmanian Government, and most of the
photos, accompanying this article were
token by him. Our number also included
My, L. Rodway, Government Botanist,
Other  well-known naturalists with us
were Messrs, W, L., May, conchologist; A.
L. DButler, ornithologist; and 0. .
White, geologist.

Favourable ‘- reports as to the many
matters of interest at The Schoutens were
not wanting,and long before Enster arviv.
ed it was seen that a large numher wouid
take part in the camp, especially as the
comgmittee had agreed to the momination
of friends by members; so that it was
no surprise to find some thirty-six in
number rveady to start when the vessel
was timed to sail, 2 o’vlock in the morn-
ing of Good Friday. The vessel, 5.5, Moo-
nah, did not shine as o passenger bost,
yet, in spite of all, the time passed pleas-
auntly  emough, Dunalley wans resched
shortly after diylight, and here the boat
was delayed for some honws, waiting for
the tide to rise sufficiently Lo enahle it to
pass the bar at the entrance to Denison
‘anal. Leaving there at 9.80, Maria Is-
Iand wns reached shortly before 1 p.m.,
whére two more members, who had pre-
ceded the party, thus far, were picked up.

Passing on the inside of Schouten ls.
land, the vessel proceeded up the coanst of
the peninsula, which is very mountain-
ous, aud has many striking features, near-
Iy to the end of Oyster Bay, the fine seen-
ery being cujoyed en route, On rounding
Hazard Loint, Cole’s Bay was reached
and as the vessel steamed along its shore
several beaches were seen, and ot one of
these, known as Meredith’s Fishery, the
parly landed at 5.30 p.m,

As davkness was closing in, tents wore
quickly erected, while the hoats busily

ied hetween the heach and 5.5, Moonal,
hringing Hhe imlpedimantu ashore, At the
upper end of the beach there was stend-
ing the frame of a dining hut, having a
long table with seating accornmodation
for twonty-five, and adjoining this was a
Inrga fiveplace, wheve the cook made pro-
parations for the first camp meal, Wlhen
this was vendy. davkness had quite set
in, and with their Iahours done, members
came to do fnll justice to the fare,

The evening was spent in seining on the
heach, and enough fish were token to sup-
ply the camp on the following day. Floun-
ders were in greatest number, at one drag
of the seine five and one-third dozen heing
eaught; mullet and colonial salmon were
taken as well,

An idea of the geography of the loeal-
ity had hetter first be given.

Freyeinet Peninsuln bonnds Oyster Bay
on the eastern side, smaller hays in Oys-
ter Bay heing ealled Hagzards and Cole’s
Bays, AL the head of Cole’s Bay there is
a narrow neck some 1,500 yards across, on
the other side of which is Sleepy Bay, on
the South Pacific Ocean. Going south, a
mountainous range, divided in the middle
and vising to 1.800ft., is veached. At this
divide & creek runs down the western side
into Meredith’s Fishery—the site of the
camp-—and this stream, together wilh a
spring at the other end of the heach,

ives ai ample supply of fresh water,
‘rom the camp a trock runs through the
divide eastward, passing by n nest of the
Sea Eagle. The southern part of the
monuntain range slopes down to a fresh
water lagoon of 500 acres, on an isthmus
under one mile in width, nearly at sea-
level, having Wineﬁass Bay on the ocean
side and Hazard’s Bay on the inner side,
Then more uplands—the highest peak of
which is Mount Freyeinet—extend for six
or seven miles until the peninsula ends at
Schonten Passage, Geographe Strait,

It is curions to note that the ranges on
this peninsula run east and west, while



t:nges on the mainland near by extend
norih and south, in which direction lies
the peninsula itself,

On Saturday morning the party hroke
up into groups to explore. The majority
went up the mountains at the renr of the
camp, one group going to that part which
ended in Sleepy Bay: the other and lorg-
er group went up the south-esst portion
of the range, from the crest of which n
fine panorama of the southern end of the
Schoutens could he obtnined, with the
isthmus hetween Wineglass and Hagard's
Bays in the foreground, Mount Freycinet
showing boldly up, and Schouten Tsland in
the distance. (n this mountain there were
enormons houlders of rough, red granite,
and the photos, sccompanying this ar-
ticle give a good idea of them, This
granite gave a firm foothold, bhut was we-
vere on ene's hands: fhe vegetation in-
cluded many Ip.'m:l.-i which chiefly eon-
sisted of prickles, so thal o duy’s ramble
was not without ils disadvanlages, even
in this favoured locality,

It was evidend that the granite readily
decomposed, hecause on the tops of many
large rocks there were cireular holes,
which contained goold water, The felspay
in the granite gave way sooner thun
the gquartz, and {his, together with Je-
cayed herbage, formed sufticient eoil fo
support vegetation in the crevices ¢f the
mountains’ rocky slopes, _

In walking over the Lills large belis
and patehes of bare rock were frequent-
iv met with; in fact, in many places
there was nothing bul rock, and the
photo. of Sleepy Buay shows {he eliffs
going sheer down for 500 feet, 'T'hese
nelts often look very singular, hecause
the water which runs over Ihem after
heavy rain earvies light-coloured sedi-
ment with it, and, on drying, leaves
hroad streaks wpon the rockd, ‘I'his gives
the idea that a huge giant had white-
washed them in places, making the moun-
lains very strange and weird-looking.

The one who had heen chosen leader of
this expedition was not a member of (he
club, hut one hetter ahle to lead in such
a trip than any other. This was M.
Bdward 0. Cotton, vwner of o large cx-
tute, Kelvedon, a liltle helow the town-
ship of Swansen, un the west side of Oys-
ter Bay. r, Cotton came in his wha'le-
boat on Baturday morning, and brougut
some fishing nets and apples, also a tar-
paulin cover, which was soon fitted over
the shelter hut. This gent’eman first
visited the Schoutens in 1833, and has
been there so many times since that he
knows perfectly its every natural fea-
ture, He had the framework of the din-
ing hut erected, and had the cover made
to fit it, for every year he takes a party
across to spend a forlnight there, and
roya! times they have, He is a keen ob-

server, and a gl'eal lover of nature, and
the members of the camp were most for-
tunate in having such a leader, and we
a.l wish that we may have olhers as
good on future ftrips.

Mention huy been made of Wineglass
tay.  This is  formed mto a perfeci
semicirele. The sand on ils hench is
pure while, and composed of powdered
quartz.  The light green of the water
near shore, its deep blue further ont,
the breakers surging on Lhe while sand,
all set within high cliffs on the norih,
which rise abruptly from the heach’s end,
then a long, low hank, with little vegeta-
tion, at (he sonth fall trees, where a
creek rung down from the hills, and then
high, rugged cliffs, stretching out for miles
to the east—all go to form u lovely scene,
which the pholographer can reproduce
in outline, hut which defies the artist to
tepresent in colour,

Sleepy Bay, also on the ocean side, is
higher up the coast than Wineglass, Al-
though large beds of kelp, extending far
out to sea, keep the water ealm (hence its
uamel, it has not the quiet and peace-
ful aspect of the latter hay. At the
former red granite elifts descend for five
hundred feet, and no heach at all is
seen,  The water has more colours, ow-
ing to its varying depths and the vegeln.
tion around is of a very vivid green,
and having heen there once, one wants
tu go there oftener.  One could go a score
of limes, and always wish to linger, but
g0 it was with other places near our
camp,

Mpr. Cotton told ws {hat in the eariy
whaling days his father had seen eighly
whales Tyng dead at the heach at Wine-
glass at one time. Odd rib-hones of whales
were seen theve during onr visit, and
also remains of “try-pots.” At Mevedith’s
fhere had also hoen some “tey-pols,”” and
in many other pluces along The coast of
the Peninsula. where “shore parties” linid
lived.  “In the early days it is said
schools of whales went north to winter,
and coming alung the Bast Coast of I'os-
mania, followed round Oyster Bay, and
for six weeks went through Scflouten
Passage like pigs through a gate.”

Parts of Lthe Schoutens are named aftey
the early whalers, and as an example we
may cite Fazard Bay, and the northern
point of same called the “Wing of Haz-
arvds,” taking its name from *“Black Huoz-
ard™ of the whaling brig Primrose. Be-
sides namin Tasmania, Maria Vau
Diemans Eylandt, Tasman gave Schouten
Eylandt its name; and being three leagues
at soa the isthmus between Hazard and

ineglass was invisible, so he ealled “M#,
Freyeinet” Van der Lyns Eylandt. Geo-
graphe Strait and Mt Freyeinet are
names given by La Perouse, a Frenchman
—s0 our leader informed us,



Two snhjocts had been diseussd with o
considerahle nmount of expectaney, and
even up lo the time when he vessel -
rived ot the camping-gronnd there waxs no
litt e interest disployved—unforinnately,
heth fell far <hort of whal we had heen
looking lorward to. T allude {o deep-sva
fishing for trumpeter, and dredging for
shells,. We were unable lo do anything
in these {two matiers on account of a
strong N, W, wind which sprang up the
day after our arrival, and hlew straight
into the hay, making the water too rough
for any comfor! in an open bant,  Many
preparved for trumpeler fishing. had taken
deep-sea Jines, and it is only natural that
some disappointment waw felt when it was
ween {hal this fine sport could not be had.
Fighing from the rocks with vods and hand-
[inex oreupied the attention of a few, hnt
zeines and grab-alls weire used throughout
the stay, and it was wilh these we caught
sufficient fish to form severa, meals, As
previousiy stafed, flounders were the prin-
cipal fish canght in the seine, native sal-
mon were also fairly numerous; while in
the grab-nlls, native salmon and  silver
trimpeter were  chiefly  taken-—this s
withont tnking inlo consideration num-
hevs of gummy sharks, which eanused great
huvor in the nels,

The list of fi<h faken dwring Lhe lrip
is a very fair one. and is as follows: —
Native sulmon, rvead  leampoter,  silver
trampeler, bavracputa, mullet, flathend,
vock-cad, ling, and flounder. Non-edible
varielies—Poreupine fish, cultle fish, oe-
topus, several kinds of parrot fish, and
leather jackets,

Crayfish nets had heen (aken, and cray-
fish were caught from the vocks off shore,
tur leader seemed disappointed at (hese
not heing caught very freely in Mervedith's
Fishery. e said that uswally a score o
them could he caught in 'ess than half ap
hour. At Sleepy Bay., however, enough
were taken to gratify those who had the
pleasure of carrying them some three or
four miles back to camp, Indeed, some of
these crusticeans wonld c¢limg to the hait
on fishing lines, and when pulled close to
the surfave a quick jerk would send them
fiving over the rocks.

It may he said that the shells were con-
spicuous hy their absence.  Our leader
~aid that only a fortnight before shells
were very plentiful on the Beaches; but
it wax seen that very high tides had cover-
ed them with sand Lefore onr arvival, A
remarkab’e illustration ot the provisions
of nature in affording protective colowring
to 0 many crealwies all the world over
was sech in the case ol a shell, Cominella

lineolata, which is usually of a dull white
with heavy markings of bluish-black, hnt
was here Trequeny «cen to he orange in
colour, malehing the red granite on whizh
it lived. 'There was not much cither for
the greelogist an swcount of Lhe comntry’s
formation heing of one kind, red granite
heing the prevailing stone.  extending
across the peninsia, from Oyster Bay to
the fouth Pacifie Ocean. 'Chi= granite
has & very hond-ome appearance, amd 12
conrse  grained,  composed ol Felspar,
guartz, and mica, AU the summit of one
of the mountains a fine, smoky gnartz
ervatn! was oblnined. O Oyster Bay side
of the peninsuln the heaches are Tormed
Gl eonese granite gravel; bhul al Wine
aluss Hay, on the orean side, the bench is
pure white, und composed of powdered
guariz only. The country there is very
harven and woerlhless  for agrieultoral
purposes, as may he seen by the illustra-
tions.

Bird-life is always a noticeable feature
of a Joeality, and in dealing with {his
it would Le hard for me to improve upon
AMe, A, L. Butler’s report to the meeting
of the eluby on May 7 »UAler paas
ing Penizon Cannl, we observed the ful-
lowing hirds on the mud-flals, and Hying
ahout in (lie narrows of Rlackman's Hay:
—Silver and Pacific Gulls and White-
hreasted Cormorants, Black and White-
hrensted Oyster-catchers, and a fair num-
ber of Ganuets, who ,for the most part,
were engaged in procuring their morning
repnst of fish, Bass Straifs fern were fair-
Iy numerous, some fishing and others on
{he sand-banks and mml-fﬁnis vesting from
their lahowrs necessary to procure them a
sufficient hreakfast, It was here noticed
that the terns and cormorants when rest-
ing on the mud-flats were all heading up
to windward.

“In passing may be mentioned the ex-
coedingly raceful ight of this tern, es-
pecialiy when “he goes a-hunling.” You
way have noticed him yowrself flying at
abont 200, to 30it. from the surface of the
water with his head down, and his heak
nearly at right angles to his hody. .\l at
once he sees a small fsh a toot ol so helow
the surface, then, like an arrow from the
bow, down he comes, and so true is his
aim that I have only seen him miss once
in 86 or 10 times. , . , Having arvived
at Cole’s Bay, by the fime we were set-
tled it waos too lute in the evening for any
hut neeturnal hirds to be met with., Of
these, we were favoured with hut two, for
whilst we were having ten the Booliook
Owl continually ultered his  mournful
ery, “mo-pork, mo-pork,” and later in the
evening Itle peculinr mewing noise made
by the Spotled Owl was also heard, and
the bird was located in some ti-tree grow-



ing in ihe creek near {the comp, and was

ecasily identifieed,

“Next meining the Tio<manian Wone
eaters  were  very busy roumd i he
eanp, whilst 0 parr of  Spaticd
iumewd  hirds  were  engagod o oseek
ing  their  morning  meal in the
bhranches of o ew alyptos near by, the

mnle punsing continunl 'y in his work 1o
coovide his crest, and ntior his shrill aip-

ing ey, N\ pair of Wattle birds in soinc
of the trees higher up the slopes of the
il were  giving  forth  theiv  peculiar
harsh, thie x.(\ ary, After bhreakrast, a
party of us asees wed the hills 1o {he
south-cast of the camp, called, T helivve,
The Hazards, ‘These were found 1o he
very cdisappointing in {he bird-line, as
only a few kinds were located, one heing

namely, 3 fine male

of special interest,
1tawk, The fol-

hl)L‘l'lliN‘ll of the Sparrow
uunw wore atso noted :—-Spotted Ground
Thrush, Hill Crow Shiike, Tasmanian
Hom-\ ater, Hrown-fail, I)uak) and Red-
hreasted Robins,

“Onr next {rip was to Thouin, cr “Nino-
glass Bay, and we were more fortunate
in the number of birds sveen and recognis-
ed by their note, On the way up to the
tap of the divide a nest of the Dusky
Robin of last weason wax discovered con-
taining the remains of {hree eggs, {wo ot
which had two small holes in the side, s
if  snake had found oul the ne\t and
sucked the eggs It was worthy of mnote
that 1his neslt was situate on the south-
east side of a hollow tree, and not in any
way sheltered trom thatl direction, which
I lave heen lold is the wealher qumten in
that distriet. ‘This i= not generally the
caxe, 88 (he hirds svenm to Lzlo\\ from what
quarier they may expeet rain, and to
gunlll .Ign:ml it by pL\ung their nest on
the lee—itle of the tree or stump which
they have sgelecied for huilding purposes.
As soon as we legan to des: -end the east-
ern slopes of {he divide, a foiv number of
Lirds were seen.  Tasmanian, New iHol-
land, and Yellow-throated }{one\' eaters
made the gw'ly ving with (heir varions
noles, whilst on either side a  pair of
Shrike Thrushes were calling and answer-
ing one another across the gully, their
heautiful liguid notes being heard to per-
fection, As we nppl pached the sea-shore
the notes of hoth Thickheads were henrd,
and soon .1fte|wa1ds the birds were both
soen; Greytail and Oliviveous, as well
also # tine specimen  of  Flemebreasted
Kobin, the only one noted during the
trip. Here, too, the Seriesynis and FPink-
bhreasted Robin werve seen. We then left
the scrub, and went aloug the heach for
ahout a mile, the on'y hird not hefow
<cen being the Black- capped Dolivell,
the bay, the Ground Lark and Stuated
field Wren were seen, and in the reeds

hordering on one of the Tagoons a fine
specimen o the Australiaon Bittern was
disturbed from Lis midday menl,

SNeare the sea-shorecin sne sf the gablies
near the Lemon Rock, we wers looking
af o dast year's uest of the I Crow
Shivike, whew the alerun ery of a pair
of Crews drew ouy atientizn 1o a
°(-.: Saple winging his flight round (he

and fina ]\ 'I|~.np|n el amongst 1he
lnwh rorky cliff to the N.W,  where most
)lolml Iy Tis perie wis situated,  On 1he
way hack to enmp seme Srecn Fariots and
Black Corkatoss were oo, the letter giv-

ing vaize Lo the \undu\.\\lmh erhoo:l
hack from the elifis and yocks like the
wai'ing ol scme lust «pirit,

“The tallswing day the hivds nofed were:
Nhite-cxeo Forty-spotted Biamond  birid,
several Honev-caters, Maluwvus, Sericor-
nis, and two iguins, the ast-nmmed he-
ing too far off 10 dqlulmme whather they
were the Litt'e or Fairy,

“On Toesday  moraning  several HBlack-
catrpred Honey-calers were seen in the
trees rotd the wonp, being the irst time

these hivde were seen (lulm,; the trip. As
the steamer was maving out of the hay
the wote of a duteher bivid was heard from
a group of Lrees some distunce From whure
the camp livd heen, Gn the homeward
trip the usie, =ea hirds were ngnin i
evideinre, as was also n fine 8¢ Jl\ M-
tross, which was seen skinnming over (he
waves 1o the nerth of \!nlm Island,
while nearer at hand a Potre! was 0'15(‘1'\'-
e, this most likely being the Mlantis
Petrel.  Upon nearing Mavia island i
large flock of birds 1o<¢ froim Rabbit Tx-
Jawl, hut as tey soon a’'ighted again, ii
was difficu’ t to place them, “hut From their
flight as seen through the ficld-glasses
Ih(-\ appeared {o be B ue-Banded Grass
Parrakeets,

“The above camains a full list of hirds
og observed hy the writer, and, with {he
exception oi seme Quail, Duck, and Swan,
which were reported 1o have heen seen
by other members, forms a complete list
of the hirds of the Schouten Peninsula,
which does not seem to he the home of
many hirds; hut, doubt! 5, 91 Mmore pro-
longed «tay Juring the spring months of
the year, and a ful er lI!\L“jllgallml of the
swamps, lugoons, and islands would add
niany more hirds to the list, which is only
the record of a four deys’ stay.”

M, Builer, ]10\\e\el' does not mention
a nest of the Sen Eagle in the northern
end of Wineglass Bay. It was in a eneal-
vot, and hetw een G011, and TOft, ujn, not as
Ingh as these hirds usnally build.,  An
excellent pholo of this nest. is shown.
Later there will Le a few words more to
say about the Black Swan.




As to the botany noted during the trip,
Aly, L. Rodway reports:—"The vegetation
of Freycinet Peninsula is, owing to the
harrenness of the loeality, restricled. Not
n great number of species oceur there,
but among those that do ave some very
interesting plants, The only Tasmanian
Kunzia. K. covifolia, grows in moderate
profusion, forming pretty, much-branch-
ed, semi-drooping shrubs, with soft, light
ﬁrem folage. Of the same order,
Myrtacem, the Diosma-like shrub Thryp-
tomene micrantha is fairly common, This
s exceptionally interesting in that it has
such a restrieted distribution. Up to thy
present it has only been found uear here
and on some of the Bass Siraits islands.
There are two Rhamnaceous shrubs here
that do not appear to spread further
soulh--Spyridium vexilliferum (a some-
what heath-like plaut of erect habit,
aronnd whose [lower masses ocenr few
pure white, leafy braets, giving o very
mnrked appearance), and the other o
small, Hat, wiry shrub, Stenanthemum
rimeicoides, whose chief point of inlerest
ies in (lmt it occurs about this part of
Tasmania, and nowhere else in the world,

“With {hese plants accurs a twiggy
Boronia, Erviestemon  virgatus, whicl,
though more widely distributed, does not
oceur beyvond the limits of our State. To
revert to the Myrtles, the gum trees are
stunted, and only white, peppermint and
o few blue gums appear. Stringy hark
and its allies do not seem to have got n
foothold. Amongst tea trees, a form morve
nearly allied to TLeptospermum myrti-
folium than otlier speeies is comimon ou
the granite hills, The flowers and fruits
are lavge for the genus, and the latter,
contrary to the eustomary habit, have
convex prolrwding capsules similar to
those of L, scoparium, Heaths are not
common, anly a few specimens of the
native rocket, Bpacris launginosa, and
the Dblunt-leaved heath, E. obtusifolin,
were found. On the heach at Wineglass
Bay the maritime form of the prickly
sow-thistle, Sonchus asper, is common.
This plant is also found in other localities
on the East Coast, and as far south as
Recherche Bay., Tt is a moot point
whether it should bLe considered in i;:enu
ous ot introduced. Tt occurs in New Zea-
land, where the late Professor Kirk did
not hesitate to claim it as netive. But

few leguminous  plants thrive heve,
but of these, the pretty Di]lw‘rnnm
ericifolia  develops into a handsome

shrub. The ever-interesting little Droseras
appear fto thrive well, most of the com-
mon species heing plentiful. D. spathu-
nta, so rare in the South, is common.
Omne of the prettiest shrubs on the penin-
sula is the Euphorbiaceus Phyllanthus
gunnii, much divided into slender, grace-

ful, somewhat drooping branches, covered
with pale green, rpound lenves. ‘This
plant has been gathered at Glenorchy; it
15 a rapil grower, and deserves a place in
our gardens, hut being a native is not
valued. Amengst the very few Proteace-
ous plants found here, Conospermum
taxifolium deserves notice. It is an erect
shrub, with linear ashy-white leaves. It
spreads from the Fast Coast to Queens-
tand, bhut not to the west or south of
either Australia or Tasmania. It alsc
deserves a place in our gavdens,

“Taster is a bad time for orchids, but
Dendrobium striolatum, with leaves like
porcupine quills, was found in abundance
clothing bare granite houlders. The Spot-
ted Orchid (Dipodium punctatum) was
here, bul in fruit, This latter plant does
nolb possess green tissue, and, therefore,
has not the power to econstruet sugar,
which is the base from which all organic
compounds, whether of the vegetable or
animal, are built, There is an interesting
problem how this plant and its ally, Gas-
trodin, obtains its food. Ts it purasitic or
myeorhizic? The country it iy found in
negatives the idea of its heing saprophy-
tie. The common B.ack Boy (Xanthorea
australis) is common; as, indeed, it is in
very numerous places in Tasmania. It is
singular that this, (ill the last few years,
was tronted in botanieal works as com-
paratively rare in Tasmanina, while its lit-
tle relative, X., minor, which to-day no
one n{:peum to he ahle to find here, was
recarded as sbundant, and covering large
patehes in many localities. The sedges
are not much in evidence. Caustis pen-
tandra is plentiful, which is only inter-
esting in so far that it does not appear fur-
ther south. Gahnia microstachyn of Vie-
toria and New South Wales flourishes from
here to the north-east of Tasmania,but not
elsewhere, A grass, Zoysia pungens, was
found covering damp flats, My, B, 0. Cot-
ton has found it alse at Kelvedon, This
is interesting as being the most
southern find. It had been before re-
corded from Korvea, along the coast of
China, the Fast Const of Australia, and
as far as Kent Group. Iis hahit is
that of couch, and iz a useful cosstal
sand hinder. In Amerviea it is known as
the Japanese lawn grass, and is found to
make a superior lown to that of the
coarser buffalo, which is in so much
favour in Australia. The appearance
must be striking, as the grass forms a
very pale, almost blue grey, sward, The
Oyster Bay Pine of the Bast Coast is
fairly plentilul. The reckless way in
which names are popularly distributed
alone made this a pine. It is more cor-
rect to eall it a eypress, though not quite
80. The tree never assumes sufficient di-
mensions to make it a timber tree of

record



commercial valiie, but for small purposes
it is sought alter. Besides the Bast Coast
of Tasmania it is found in South Austra-
lia, Victoria, New Sout ales, and
Queensland, The plent suffers from a
superfluity of scientific names. Robert
Brown, in his ‘“Prodromus, calls it Cal-
litris rhomboides. Another of the front
rank authorities whose works the aspir-
ing hotanist has to take cognisance of,

entinat, named it C. cupressiformis.
Mirbel, considering that the generic name
Callitris being very like the genns, Caly-
thrix of Myrtacem, might cause confusion,
suggested the name Fyenela. According
to him, Oyster Bay Pine is Frenela ven-
tenali. Then Fndlicher, considering Mir-
bel might be justified in nltering the gen-
eriec, but not the specific, designation,
named the plant TFrenela rhomboidea.
Other men have given the unhappy plant
seven other names, hut they sare fortun-
ately sinking into obscurity. Let us do
nothing to resuscitate them, Amongst
ferns, the three common (ileichenias and
Schizeen fistulose, were found. Crypto-

amic florn of this region is not copious.

he phosphorescent Plenrotus was abund-
ant, and a poisonons looking Strobilomy-
ces, that turned a deep blue green whero
fractured, entertained gatherers, hut fun-
gus porasifes were lun-cﬁ_\' found. Vegeta-
tion scemed tos Thardy to entertain
them.”

The club has been keenly interested in
having Freycinel Peninsula set aside as a
permanent reserve, and this locality was
chosen for the camp partly on this ac-
count—we wanted to see for owrselves
whether the place was suiteble.

We had been told hefore we left, by pro-
minent men who had heen there, that kan-
garoo and wallaby abounded, and that in
a walk of half a mile a dozen or so would
be seen, yet not more than five ar six
kangaroo and wallaby were seen altogether
by the forly members of our camp during
the stay,

My, Edward Cotlton (who has himsell
worked hard to have this properly reserv-
cd), wrltmg' to me on Docember 11, 19035,
stated that it was late to reserveo the place,
s “many thousands of native game had
heen killed last season,” The words “many
thoucands” give no accurate iden of the
slau;ii:tm‘ that oceurred, but the possible
number killed in this district, namely,
over 40,000, readily saccounts for the few
seen by our party The police officer from
Swansen vicited the camp on Easter Mon-
day, and in conversation informed ug that
£5,000 worth of skins came from the {{wan-
sea district in 1805, Taking the average
price paid to be 2s, per b, and the aver-
aﬁ[e weight per skin to bo 1)b, (supposing
the numbers of kangaroo and wallagy to be
equalf, we find that this represents the
slaughter of 50,000 head of game; or, if

we include in the .£5,000 for “skins” a
number of opossum at a higher value, we
have at least, say, 40,000 animals killed,
One ecan hardly conceive of a greater
number being taken in one small district
in Tasmania,

We guestion whether money obtained
from hunting is of any real henefit to the
State, as it produces a roving and thrift-
less life amo‘nﬁ many of those pursuing
it, and places heyond restraint a number
who, for the future maintenance of law
and order, had better he given no such
inducement to keep from the bounds of
civilisntion; by prohibiting the export of
skins of our native mammals, except in a
manufactured condition (n suggestion hy
one of our memhers, Mr. A, R. Reid),
then sufficient protection, wow'd, we he-
iieve, be given to the native fauna of our
island. If the prohibition of the export of
skins waa not considered desirable, the
same ends could be guined equally well by
making the snaring of gnme a penalty un-
der the Game Protection Act, as all the
animals ave captured by snaving when
their skins are soughl.

To contine our remarks to the Schout-
ens, it must be snid that the peninsula
readily adapis ilselfl to the formation of a
natioral-perk and game-reserve, where
onr nalive animals eculd enjoy life with-
out fear of molestation, and wi'd-fowl re-
sort to the lagcons to add greatly to thc
general interest,

A fence could cagily he put acress the
narrow neck hetween Coles and Bleepy
Hays. In the photo, “View from head of
Coles Buy, showing monntains at rear of
camg," the hest spobt where such a fence
could commence is shown, namely, at the
corner of the beach, for here the rocke go
straight down into deep water. At the
back of the beach there is a considerable
area of epen, swampy ground, which rises
slightly towards Sleefy Bay, still keeping
fairly clear, and finally dips down to the
cliffs on the ocean side, and, in taking the
thote of Sleepy Bay, Mr Beattie doubt-
ess, stood on the exact epot where the
castern exitremity of the boundary fence
i:-qu{lld best end-—on the top of cliffs 50ft,
high.

This fence would be under one mile in
length, and a carefully-prepared estimate
Mr, Cotton sent me shows that it would
cost no more than £41, or £66 with two
widths wire netting. The expense would
only be a little more to run the boundary
fence along the bank of the heach so as to
enclose the large swampy hollow, which
would be & valuable acquisition to the re-
serve, the land heing no good for agricul-
ture, This place is very lightly timhered,
and after a few years of protection kan-
garoo would again teem as in former
times,



Tn taking us over this parl of the coun-
fry, our leader slaled that he Tad seen
kangnroo Tveding like o flock of sheep in
that very opening -when we were there o
carelul seareh  revealed  only ocensional
tracks in the bare patehes smongst the
swamp growth,

On the 1L January of this year a Go-
vernment proclamation prohibited the de-
struetion of deer, kangnroo, and opossum
ot this loeality. Theve are no deer on the
Peninsttln, Wallaby arve of equal interest
as kangaros, not only fe the naturalist,
but also to the sightsesy, and are there-
fore deserving of equal protection; in
faet, nil Tannn shonld he strictly preserv-
o, and no sheoting ot all allowerd, The
prociamation only holds gouwd for five
year=. ol the expivotion ¢f which soriod
W further destruction  wilt untlou}atell]p'
take place, unless steps are faken for
permanent  preservation, and it ix the
wixh ol the emmp members, and of the
T. F. N. Club, as n whole, fogether with
numhers threughont the ixlond, that a
national park he formed, where native
animnls and hirds may be preserved for
future generations.

Black swan were formerly numerous in
the lagoons between Winoeglass and Haz-
prd's Boys, yet not = single swan was
seen in that part during our visit, and
only a solitary duck. Some parties have
<hot 1he birds, and others taken their
cggs. so that hetween them the present
Ninte of desolation has heen hrought about
—on one oceasion & fisherman took 500
swang' oggs. The lagoons evidently form
a good feeding ground, and if anly lefi un.
disturbed there would soon be hundreds
of swans on the lagoons, forming a pleas-
ing feature of the locality.

Y

On Tuesday morning, 17th April, there
wns unusual hustle in the camp, for the
stepmer was expecled early, to take the
prrty hack from their pleasant camping
ground lo the foil of eity life.

Member=s were grouped at one end of
the beach, snd thers photographed, After-

avnrds, Mre B, 0, O, Whitesides, on hehalf

of the prity, expressed their appreciation
of the sterling rervices, numerous stories,
and old-time veminiscences of the leader,
which made the eamp such a suceessful
one. and at the close called for (hreo
choers, Mrp, Cotion also had to stand the
slrain of 40 heariy voices singing **For
he's a dolly good fellow,”

in coneluding what I fear are too
Tengthy remarks on the second eamp out
of (he Tasmanion Field Naturalists” Club,
it must he siated that each of the eamp
members determined to de his shave to-
wards the sueeess of the expedition, and
as the result the greatest good-fellowship
prevailed. ith so large a party many
things might have accurred to mar the
plessures, and the absence of these is n
{.}nme of general and individuval satisfoe-
ion.

All the photos accompanying this report
were taken by Mv. J, W. Beattie, with
the exception of the engle’s nest, for
whish My, A. Propsting elaims credit.

Txcellent though they may he, small
photos eannot do justice to this “chain of
rugged granite mountains,” Any who may
rond this article, and have not heen there.
may visit the Schoutens with every as-
gursnce that they will not he disappoint-
ed with the seenery. Even if this place is
noi made a national park, we know that
it can never be taken away from us.
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