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Thi. article is based on information f1"Oll Vanderval, B.L. (19nJ 
The Sba& BI01 BocItabelter, T.....ua. The Artefact l (4). 161-1711 

The Shag Boy reckabelter' v .. excavated b)' Dr. Vanderval in '~4. 
'!.'be libel hr chosen tor neavation is 1Sm above the Dervent River. It 
is the largest ot the _lters in the cliff and has a westerly .. _t 
acresl tt.a Dervent estuary. The sllelter is 1211 long and 4JI1 deep. 
'!.'be _11 llidden is eapped by a roof tall up to 1. thick. Tile 0.......
tional dO?Q8it consists ot 25ca of. shell midden vi th large quanti_ 
of llbellfish remains in a charcoal and ash aatrix. 

The iDOst c~n coaponent of the llidden vas the ..... sel ~ 
plaeul.tud vi th a ainiaa or 3,850 individuals represented in the 
deposit excavated. SurpriaiDgl.y, there were very tev occurrence ... at 
the large CoaIOJ4 aw:l o,..ter Ostrea anesi. Other _peeies present 
in amall numbers vere liapeta, Chiuacmea flaulDea, top shells, 
Awetrococnlea constricta and CODDivink. Bembicium aurat\.im. 

Two atone artefact. vare recovered, one a nosed scraper, the aV.!r 
a flake. 

There .... re no l'M&iDa at ...u.aJ. bone or scale fish bone. 

Carbon sample. tor C14 dating vere collected ~ near tile top 
of the ocoupation sone .and !rea the base. 'l'he eaaple. gave dates or 
4,720: 110) B.P. and 5,300: 120B.P. respectivel)'. Tbe spread of.,..q 
700 ,.,ar. suggests tbet tM zoctabel ter vas .... d for only a short 
period in archeological tiae. 

The eYider.~e of the stratlgraphJ' sue88StS DwaeroUS short tera 
occupatic ns, V3Jlderwal sees Shag Bay as an extreme emcple of -u. 
east coast pattf'rn of intensive. abort term. single resource use _th 
aussels tne ma.i:i attracti9n to the area. 



Pap 2 

'lU PUIITS AIID BI11J18 C. '!Ill le. lIIWlOI-.8OIIIIIT BILL JJiIll 

..... ,. II&tltowlq 

Over the past five 7ears I bave included the Mt. Ilelson-llonnet 
11111 aro. in f1I¥ various surve78 of the vaocular planta and birds of 
the Mt. 'tIellington area. The folloving lists a_t the infomation 
of G. van l!1mater in bi_ articl. "Bonnet 11111 .u.a", Tasaanian 
lI&tura1i8t, 110. 54. ~t 1916. in vhicb be deecribe. this natural17 
rich .... Ai valuable .... a and pr.aent8 a caae for the conservation of 
1 ta nora and fauna. 

My eurve,. &rea, vhicb 1Doludes " considerable proportion of that 
surveyed by van Munster, &leo incorporates U. nor~ and eastern 
8lopes of Mt. "leon. 
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'1'Ilfte .pacle. or e.,:eta can _be stated to be regular visitors 
to T_ia, II'tnerall7 arrlY1Dc iD Apr11 or ,...,. end returD1Ds to the 
lIa1Dland iD October or IIow.ller - tb"'7 an the Great Egret (lomer17 
lIhite or Larll't Ecret), the Littl ..... t and the Cattle Egret. 
Occaaionell7 in:i1vidual. -u. tbroUjlbDut the _r but the7 are 
not kilo .... to broed bere. IIeoor4a or the other tvo 8pecies of egrets 
- the lDt • .,..cliate Icret ~ 19t'mdia (lomer17 P1I_cI Egret) 
and the Eutern leel Icret (1_17 leer Heron) are rare. 

'nlere are onl7 two publ1abed reoords of the lDtermed1ate Egret 
tor tha State. tha .. vere at BoVl'llh on 7 June 1958 (1iIIu, 59. 184-
188) and at St. Bal_ OD 9th IIazch 1977 ("Bird. of Taaania" b7 
B.B. Green, 1977). 

On e ,...,. 1!n8 I _ li". lDteZMd1ate Egrets iD cDIIp8I17 vith tvo 
lIhite-t..:ed Barona naar Pateena brl. iD tha Loncford district; the7 
vere pure white bird. vl th 7&llov bills and very al1sht17 smaller 
than the baroDII tbe7 vere with. I V8II unable to llake more cletailed 
ob .. rvatiOll8 but the ai .. and bill oolour vere care1'ull7 Dotecl. The 
lollowing _ I ...... 1. to spend a leiaura17 couple ot hours iD the 
41a~ot lNt ... than .-Ill. to t1D4 the_ bird •• 

• tortD1lbt leter I _ another bird which I believe vu of the 
_ speci •• OD a t_ cia at Jlarpte but iD the poor lisht of very 
lete ar_ I 0CII1l4' DOt be _. On two later vi.i t. I V8II unable 
to lOcate VU. bird ..,un. 

'!bere 1. an 1DereuiDC bell.1 thet other occurrences of the 
lDteZM41ate IleNt bave not bean reCOFiud because 01 contusion 'vi th 
the Great lint. Pl ..... iD both .pecles 1. aiJailar but the size 
41fle_. an ..ae4. It, as 1. uaual17 the case, a Great Egret is 
.. en with a lIhi te-tace4 IIaZ<>D Daub, tor ccaparison, the larger size 
01 the Gnat ~t le wz7 notice ... l., whilst .. s noted aboys the 
lDtemediate If et 18 al1tbtl7 -nu than the heron. 
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There i •• ..,.nll,r beld beU.f that. u tor e,,",",ple atatlKLin 
the R.A.O.U. Atlu lIevalettel'. 10. 7. Septeaber 1978. P. 1: "ee_ly, 
Australi." birda are _t acUn in tha ear17 IIODl1ng and late ~. 
Obaervations durine the .. per1nda 8ft 11ke17 to be IIOre producti_. 
Having can4ucted .. vera! bUd .......,.. o .... r the put fev 1"are (1iIIIa.. 
11.19-22. 1917; tu. llat • .ll.11-12. !Iq 1978). I felt that bird 
acUv1 t,y la fair17 1IDil0Dl tbro ...... t tha wbole of the morning. 'I!Joe 
opportwl1,), becue na1iable for .. to 87a~ttcall)' inveatigate lIirc 
..,t1..-i t,y "t d1ff ....... t tiM. ot the ~ vben "" recent17 IIOved to • 
bouse a1 tuated on the edga of U7 aeleropb)'ll buahland at the toot of 
Mt. Releo'l. The a\U'Y1lJ ... ~tun17 terminated b)' an indiacn.in
atel), 11t buahfira which r."...s the eurve)' area on October 2. 15'r8. 
lIa .... rtbel~aa.the reaulte ~ted to that date were atatiati..all 
sisn1f1cant. 

Bird activit,y ...... _ ... d u the m.ber of different speci _ 
_ 0 or heard in timed countine .... ions durine the ~ as foll~ 
I Md. 10 ain. walItin« counte at 7.15&.... 11.15a .... 4.30p.... .....to 
5 aiD. s1ttine ooun-ta betwu 11.30& ••• and 1.3Op .... at 30 mill. 
intervals in an area particular17 rich in bird life Dear our ho_ 
Al tboush r would not nomallJ .b walking and a1 tting counts, the
tact that the 11.15& .... valld.nB counte and the 11.30a .... a1tting 
counts do not ditter aisn1fi.,..,U, enables .. to present all the 
results 1n a single tabl.: 

TiIIe ot Day Mean B-"r of Species :S.E. lillmber ot 
Counting SeaS-

7.1'ia .... 16.1'"! 0.72 9 

11.15& ••• 15.'-: 0.80 9 

11. SOa ••• 14.5a1>:!; 0,'0 6 

12 ~~OOD 1j.5bd! 0.54 10 

12.30p.", 10.0C! 1.04 10 

1.00Jp ••• 8.20! 0.77 10 

1.3'Jp ••• 8.2C! 0.78 8 

4.,.Jp ••• 12.0d: 0.71 9 
Rote. !leans not !0110_ b)' the _ letter ditfer .i8niticanU, 

(p<0.05~ 

The Ulove ,able ahow that the species nUllbere throU4lboUt tbe 
morning are' similar, but theJ decrease atter 11.30a .... to a ~ 
between 12.30p.IC. and 1.3Op ••• At 4.3Op ••• the numbers are a1aillor 
to what the), wee ... at 12 BQOD. '!'be lov counts vere not due to the 
abaence < f .. " "articular specie ••• xcept that the Strong--billed 
Bone),eater was '.lmoat total17 .Uent at M1d-da7. The Black-headet 
HoneyeatH and ?oreat \Ia .... n ""re le .. vocal at M1d-da)' as VaB the 
Cre), Shri<e-thr"ah in the late atterDoon counts. The cODStanq of 
the IIOrni:lg COQ,ta 18 cratit7ine to _ as all my previous bird _y. 
have beer· condu'ted betwu the hours of 7.1~,'-"'. and 1'.30a ••• 
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l'ut\.re wor" could be done to study when, Mw apd to wb&t ."tent 
bird activl.tJ increases !rDID 1.3(>p .... onvarda. aa after that tl.aa I 
inftatlpted onl)' """ aft.mooD tae (4. 3QP ••• ). 'l'IIi& would pve 
... a1ier iDalsht 1Dt.o bUd actin-V tbrouabout tile .aUra dq; 


