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Minutes from the AGM 

of the Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club Inc  

held at UTAS Law Seminar Room, UTAS, Sandy Bay  

at 7.30 pm on Thursday 2nd March 2023 

 

The AGM began at 7:33 pm 

 

President Eddie Gall took the chair 

 

Attendance: Eddie Gall, Deirdre & Mick Brown, Lynne Maher, Otto Bell, Bruno Bell, Don Hird,  Anna 

McEldowney, Ruth Bucher, Annabel Carle, Jane Catchpole, Margaret Williams, Sabine Borgis, John 

Rosendale, Kevin Bonham, Els Wakefield, Kristin Groom, Jane Catchpole, Peter Crofts, Heather Scandrett, 

Ros Hall, Vicky von Witt, Kristi Ellingsen, Sheila Beamish, Nat Pash, Albert Ogilvie, Neil Klauer, Karen 

Rodman 

 

Apologies:  Anna Kingston, Robbie Poynter, Tanya Scharaschkin, Keith Martin Smith, Amanda Thomson, 

Robyn Gates, Peter Blackwell, Geoff Carle, Fiona Walsh, Margaret Warren, Richard Von Witt, Simon Grove. 

 

1. Minutes of the 2022 AGM: 

The minutes of the 2022 AGM had been previously circulated and were taken as read. 

 

Motion: That the minutes of the 2022 AGM be accepted as a true and correct record of that 

meeting. 

Moved: Anna McEldowney 

Seconded: Annabel Carle 

Motion carried. 

 

2. President’s Address:   

President Eddie Gall presented the President’s Address entitled Forty Winters in Tasmania's 

Mountains, a visual celebration of snow-capped mountains and frosted valleys from throughout 

Tasmania's wild areas. 

 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Jane Catchpole presented the Treasurer’s report and the Auditor’s report.  See  
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Motion: That the Treasurer’s Report be accepted. 

Moved:  Jane Catchpole 

Seconded: Anna McEldowney 

Motion carried. 

 

4. Secretary’s Report  

The Secretary’s report had previously been circulated.  Secretary Lynne Maher noted one omission, 

which is included in the report below. See   
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Motion: That the Secretary’s Report be accepted. 

Moved:  Lynne Maher 

Seconded:  Bruno Bell 

Motion carried. 

 

5. Election of Office Bearers and General Committee Members 

Eddie Gall acknowledged the efforts of Jane Catchpole as treasurer and Kevin Bonham in many 

different roles.  Both are stepping down.  

 

Eddie Gall also thanked  

- Ruth Bucher for her work in the background supporting the club and his work,  

- the work of other current committee members,  

- Deirdre Brown for her work on the website,  

- Robyn Gates and Peter Blackwell for catering,  

- Peter Crofts for his work on iNaturalist,  

- those who contribute to the Bulletin, to The Naturalist, to observations in meetings, 

- those who have been guest speakers and have led excursions. 

 

Anna McEldowney took the chair and thanked Eddie for his work as president over the past 2 years 

(supported by Ruth Bucher), as well as thanking him for his excellent slide presentation for the 

President’s Address.  She then conducted the election of President. 

 

President 

1 prior nomination had been 

received for president 

Nominee:  Eddie Gall 

Nominated:  Anna McEldowney 

Seconded:  Lynne Maher 

Elected unopposed 

 

Elected President Eddie Gall resumed the chair for elections of the remaining positions. 

 

Vice President 

1 prior nomination had been 

received for vice president 

Nominee:  Kristi Ellingsen 

Nominated:  Anna McEldowney 

Seconded:  Bruno Bell 

Elected unopposed 

Secretary 

1 prior nomination had been 

received for secretary 

Nominee:  Amanda Thomson 

Nominated:  Anna McEldowney 

Seconded:  Lynne Maher 

Elected unopposed 

Treasurer 

1 prior nomination had been 

received for treasurer 

Nominee:  Lynne Maher 

Nominated:  Janet Fenton 

Seconded:  Sabine Borgis 

Elected unopposed 

Bulletin Editor 

1 prior nomination had been 

received for bulletin editor 

Nominee:  Kristin Groom 

Nominated:  Lynne Maher 

Seconded:  Eddie Gall 

Elected unopposed 

Naturalist Editor 

1 prior nomination had been 

received for Naturalist editor 

Nominee:  Sabine Borgis 

Nominated:  Eddie Gall 

Seconded:  Ruth Bucher 

Elected unopposed 

Walks & Talks Coordinator 

1 prior nomination had been 

received for walks & talks 

coordinator 

Nominee:  Keith Martin-Smith 

Nominated:  Jane Catchpole 

Seconded:  Peter Crofts 

Elected unopposed 

Librarian 

1 prior nomination had been 

received for librarian 

Nominee:  Annabel Carle 

Nominated:  Anna McEldowney 

Seconded:  Sabine Borgis 

Elected unopposed 

Committee Members Nominee:  Bruno Bell Elected unopposed 
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3 prior nominations had been 

received for committee 

members 

Nominated:  Lynne Maher 

Seconded:  Eddie Gall 

Nominee:  Anna McEldowney 

Nominated:  Lynne Maher 

Seconded:  Kevin Bonham 

Nominee:  Fiona Walsh 

Nominated:  Eddie Gall 

Seconded:  Ruth Bucher 

Public Officer 

The position of Public Officer is a 

continuing position 

Current public officer:  Amanda 

Thomson 

 

 

6. Election of Auditor 

Motion: That Peter Franklin be retained as the auditor. 

Moved:  Lynne Maher 

Seconded:   Jane Catchpole 

Motion carried. 

 

Meeting closed at 8:32pm 
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Appendix 1 

Treasurer’s Report & Auditor’s Report 
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Appendix 2 

Secretary’s Report 

 

Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club Inc  

AGM 

Thursday 2nd March 2023 

Secretary’s Report 

 

2022 continued to be a year of managing meetings and excursions with a background of CoVid, as while the 

authorities had abolished restrictions, the Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club chose to err on the side of safe 

practices and continue with the requirement to wear masks for general meetings and restrict meetings and 

excursions to members only.   In the light of the level of infections at that time, the February general 

meeting was cancelled. 

 

The UTAS Law Seminar Room has continued to provide a satisfactory venue for general meetings, with IT 

being easy to manage. 

 

The committee continued to meet every 2 months, utilizing the convenience of Zoom, to manage club 

affairs and President Eddie Gall has provided excellent leadership to a great team.  Thanks to all for their 

efforts and dedication.   

 

Especial thanks to  

• Kristin Groom for production of the quarterly Bulletin,  

• Deirdre Brown for her ongoing website maintenance, 

• Sabine Borgis for her excellent work with the editorship of the Naturalist, 

• Annabel Carle for her ongoing dedication to the club archives. 

 

Excursions have been well supported and included: 

Feb: Old Convict Road, Orford 

March: Port Huon to Geeveston Walkway 

Easter Camp: Tullah 

May:  Queen’s Domain Grasslands 

June: Betsey Island 

July: Timbs Track 

Aug: cancelled due to poor weather 

Sept: Mortimer Bay 

Oct: Little Swanport 

Nov: Mountain River 

Dec: Xmas picnic @ Randall’s Bay 

 

It was great to have an Easter Excursion after a hiatus – albeit with the minor impost of requiring 

participants to test negative on a Rapid Antigen Test before attending the excursion. 

 

Recording of excursion observations in iNaturalist has made them very accessible to both members and the 

wider public. 

 

Monthly general meetings have provided some very interesting speakers, including 

April:  Kristi Ellingsen – “Alert not Alarmed – Improving the Public Perception of Insects” 

May: Sue Robinson – The Cat Eradication Program 

June: Ian Jenkinson – “Fire Regimes & Native Conservation” 

July: Don Knowler – about Michael Sharland 

Aug: Els Wakefield – Albatross in Tasmanian Waters 

Sep: Dr Perpetua Turner & Dr Shavawn Donaghue – “How to Win Fronds and Influence People: A Talk 

about Tree Ferns in Australian Forests” 
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Oct: Dr David Green –  “Using Seals to Study Southern Ocean Ecosystems” 

Nov: John Gooderham – “The Rivers of Southern Tasmania – a Guide to Macrotourism and Waterbug 

Watching” 

Dec: Members’ night 

• Anna McEldowney – ‘A selection of Patrick McEldowney's wildlife videos from 2022’ 

• Mick Brown – sharing some fabulous bird photographs 

• Bruno – sharing some observations of tiny snails 

• Annabel – sharing the results of her detective skills with historical photos 

• Otto - 'An overview of Australian weevils (Curculionoidea) with an emphasis on Tasmanian 

species' 

 

It gave the Club great delight to advise that the nomination of Genevieve Gates for the Australian Natural 

History Medallion was successful.  While Genevieve was unable to attend a formal presentation in 

Melbourne, many Club members were most pleased to share the formality of the presentation of her 

Medallion by President Eddie Gall at the Christmas barbecue.  Our congratulations to Genevieve on the 

recognition of her excellent and tireless work in her field. 


