FOLLOW THE YELLOW BOAT ROAD

HELP US RAISE $140,000 for
TASMANIAN ISLAND RESTORATION
BY CHRISTMAS
The Pennicott Foundation
Dockhead Building,
Franklin Wharf,
Hobart 7000

Good Afternoon,
On behalf of the Pennicott Foundation and Friends of Fisher Island (Wildcare Inc.),
I am writing to seek your urgent help to save our breeding seabirds and restore
island ecosystems through the eradication of introduced pests.
Island restoration is an ongoing commitment for the Pennicott Foundation as Tasmania’s off-shore
islands are subject to the global environmental crisis brought on by invasive species such as rats
and cats.
The impact of introduced pests on our island wildlife is devastating. At George Rocks, black rats have
wiped out the island’s population of white-faced storm-petrels and common diving-petrels. These are
Tasmania’s smallest seabirds and they rely on predator-free islands to raise their chicks. Black rats are
one of the most voracious introduced animals on islands; eating seabird eggs and chicks, reptiles and
their eggs, tree nesting birds, invertebrates, native vegetation and seeds, and whatever else is available.
The Pennicott Foundation has a proud track-record of successfully supporting the eradication of
introduced pests from Tassie’s off-shore islands. On Tasman Island, tens of thousands of seabirds
were killed each year by feral cats; the boulder fields were strewn with their feathers and half eaten
bodies. Through our financial support, working with Friends of Tasman Island and Tasmanian Parks and
Wildlife, Tasman Island is now cat-free and the seabirds are safe. Unfortunately, this type of devastation
is common on seabird islands with introduced predators.
Seabirds depend on islands as safe places to breed and at the same time their presence contributes
to the health of other island plants and animals. Seabirds have no defenses against cats or rats.
They desperately need our help to remove these pests and to conserve the precious seabird
breeding habitat on their island homes.
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The Friends of Fisher Island and the Pennicott Foundation have joined forces to continue the critical
work of eradicating pests from our off-shore islands and supporting research projects. We cannot do
this alone, so we seek your support to help us implement the next phase of our work. Our focus now
is on the eradication of black rats from George Rocks north of Eddystone Point off Tasmania’s east
coast and the upgrading of the 70 year old Fisher Island research hut, established to study and
protect seabirds.
The Pennicott Foundation is matching every dollar raised to $70,000, so any contribution is
essentially doubled and every dollar counts.
We are aiming to raise $140,000 in total.
We have supported other successful island pest eradication projects including removing feral cats
from Tasman Island and rats from Big Green Island; projects which are estimated to have saved more
than 100,000 seabirds annually. We know first-hand the difference projects such as these make to our
island environments. And you can join us to save even more seabirds and restore ecosystems on our
offshore islands.
We are delighted to be working with internationally renowned pest eradication expert, Dr. Sue
Robinson, on this project. Together we have a goal to rid Tasmania’s seabird islands of pests with
a lofty target of ten islands in ten years. We would love you to be part of our vision.

If you would like to support our George Rocks/Fisher Island restoration project please donate at
www.pennicottfoundation.org.au/project/george-rocks.
Your donation over $2 is tax deductible with every cent going towards the project.
Pennicott Wilderness Journeys covers all administration costs.
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A BIT MORE ABOUT THE PROJECTS:
George Rocks:
George Rocks Nature Reserve is a small cluster of rocks and islets north of Eddystone Point on
Tasmania’s east coast. There are three islets with vegetation that support burrowing seabirds, and the
largest, George Island (4 ha) has black rats present. Black rats will eat almost anything up to their own
body size and are one of the most damaging pests for seabirds on islands. Black rats will eat seabird
eggs and chicks, reptiles (including their eggs and young), tree nesting birds, invertebrates, seeds and
vegetation.
Tasmania’s two smallest burrowing petrel species, the white-faced storm-petrel and common divingpetrel cannot breed on George Island because of the rats. George Rocks is also a significant breeding
site for the black-faced cormorant and home to short-tailed shearwaters, little penguins, crested terns,
sooty oystercatchers, pacific and silver gulls. The two small petrel species are expected to return to
George Island once rats are removed.
Rat eradication on George Rocks will use trap stations, regularly monitored until the reserve is able to
be declared rat free. The program includes weed removal which will promote the restoration of native
vegetation and habitat for burrowing seabirds.
Fisher Island Research Station:
A small granite island, lying in eastern Bass Strait between Flinders and Cape Barren Islands,
Fisher Island is home to the longest continuous bird banding study in the world.
In 1947, Dominic Serventy, one of Australia’s leaders in ornithology began a 30 year study of the shorttailed shearwater. To support an extended study into the population dynamics and breeding of this
long-lived seabird, a hut was built on Fisher Island in 1948. The project changed hands in 1978,
with Dr. Irenej Skira continuing to follow the lives of each one of the island’s shearwaters.
Every past and present shearwater on Fisher Island, from 1947, has an individual record updated
annually, including information on age they first return to breed, the identity of their partner/s, how
many chicks they produce over their lifetime and which of their chicks survive to breed. The oldest
bird recorded reached 36 years of age.
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The Fisher Island Hut has provided a base for this multi-generational study of seabirds, and currently
for several university research programs including the satellite tracking of shearwaters on their
extraordinary flights to the southern and northern reaches of the globe. The Friends of Fisher Island
was established to foster the ongoing research on the island and to support research and conservation
management on other seabird islands in Tasmania.
Unfortunately, the Fisher Island hut is now in a dilapidated state due to decades of boisterous seas
and weather. Funds for the Fisher Island Hut restoration will cover all materials and labour to rebuild
the hut.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.
We look forward to giving you regular updates on the project.
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries.
Yours Sincerely,

Robert Pennicott

DIRECTOR
Pennicott Foundation

Mark Holdsworth

PRESIDENT
Friends of Fisher Island

