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BLOOMING BIODIVERSITY CONFERENCE 
 
National Wildflower Conference in Albany, Western Australia, Sept/Oct 2019 
 
The Wildflower Society of Western Australia is hosting the Blooming Biodiversity 
Conference in Albany, Western Australia in 2019.  Held from 29 September to 4 
October, Blooming Biodiversity will celebrate the magnificent flora of the South West 
region of Western Australia.  
 
Western Australia is famous for its wildflowers.  The South West boasts incredibly 
rich and diverse flora, some of which are found nowhere else on Earth. The region is 
home to more than 4,000 plant species and is an internationally recognised 
‘biodiversity hotspot’.  It is home to some of the rarest orchids and carnivorous 
plants, trees and mountain bells. 
 
The five-day Conference will feature expert speakers covering flora in science, history 
and art, including two in-conference excursions to actually see South Western 
Australian flora in its natural setting. 
 
Greg Keighery is the keynote speaker, and Professor Stephen Hopper will deliver the 
A J Swaby Address which is a highlight of the Conference week. 
 
‘Species endemic to the region include the ancient Kingia (Kingia australis) and the 
glorious Royal Hakea (Hakea victoria).  Huge Karri trees (Eucalyptus diversicolor) 
grow up 90 metres in the wettest areas, and the Albany Pitcher Plant (Cephalotus 
follicularis) hides away in dense vegetation on the banks of streams and swamps,’ 
said Greg Keighery. 
 
‘All of our speakers and excursions have been designed for you to Know, Grow, 
Conserve and Enjoy our Western Australian wildflowers –that is our Conference 
theme,’ Greg added. 
 
 
The Wildflower Society of WA 
 
The Wildflower Society is an institution in Western Australia, and has been a strong 
advocate for WA’s native flora for over 60 years.  As a member of the national body 
Australian Native Plants Society (Australia), the Wildflower Society is hosting the 
national conference for delegates from across Australia and overseas.  However, you 
do not need to be a member of the Wildflower Society or affiliated organisation to 



attend – it is open to everyone.  The Wildflower Society is a non-profit organisation, 
and the Conference and tours are priced to cover costs with contingencies. 
 
Conference Speakers 
 
‘I will be talking about what really makes Western Australia ‘world class’ - the 
vascular flora, with a focus on the south coast - the Esperance Plains, Stirling Ranges 
and parks around Albany,’ said Greg Keighery.  ‘Stephen Hopper will focus on the 
impact of the flora on the local Noongar people - and vice versa - as well as aspects 
of conservation and science of the flora.’ 
 
In addition to Keynote Speaker Greg Keighery and AJ Swaby Speaker Stephen 
Hopper (two world-class botanists), the Conference will feature: 
 
Eucologist, conservationist and author Malcolm French, who will talk about rarely 
seen eucalypts, mostly unknown in general cultivation, unique and special to the 
south of WA. 
 
Botanist, Horticulturalist and Nursery Curator Amanda Shade on propagating, 
cultivating and trialling WA flora at Kings Park and Botanic Gardens over the last 21 
years. 
 
Well known botanist, author and former editor of Flora of Australia Alex George, 
covering 300 years of botanical exploration in Western Australia 
 
UWA PhD candidate Alison Lullfitz on her amazing work (with co-authors) on the 
correlation between the distribution of our native flora, Macrozamia dyeri, and 
Nyungar residential patterns. 
 
Historian Malcolm Traill from the Museum of Great Southern in Albany, on the 3m 
panoramic print of King George’s sound painted by Robert Dale in 1833, and what it 
tells us about the flora of the Albany region 
 
All about propagating rare species from renowned expert Bob Dixon, formerly of 
Kings Park – including successes and unconventional techniques including harvesting 
naturally aged seed and specialised scarification. 
 
Ken McNamara, formerly senior Curator of Palaeontology at the WA Museum and 
author of Ancient Floras of Western Australia, will explain the effects of climate 
change on the evolution of WA plants – all from the fossil record.   
 
Biochemist and WA Herbarium Research Associate Bevan Buirchell, co-author of A 
Guide to the Eremophilas of WA on the centre of biodiversity for Eremophila - 80% of 
the species are found in WA, mostly in restricted ranges and highly vulnerable. 
 



And that’s not all - details of more speakers will be available soon – as well as details 
of our national Study Groups who will give specialist presentations on many 
important plant families.   
 
In-Conference Excursions 
 
With its stunning coastline and rich history, it’s no surprise Albany was voted a top 
WA destination in 2019.  ANPSA’s ‘Blooming Biodiversity’ is offering a number of 
tailored excursions during the Conference to see and explore this beautiful area.  
Conference attendees will be able to select two choices from the three excursions on 
offer during Conference week.  Each excursion offers a different yet equally 
rewarding experience of places located on Albany’s perimeter.  
 

 Excursion option 1: Stirling Range National Park  
 

Take in the majestic sights of Stirling Range National Park. The Stirling Range 
stretches for 65 kilometres from east to west and is regarded as an area of great 
biogeographic and evolutionary interest. The area supports 1,500 plant species, 
of which at least 87 occur nowhere else in the world.  

 

 Excursion option 2: Greens Pool, Mt Barker and Tenterden  
 

This excursion showcases lesser known gems that lie to the south and north of 
Albany, including  William Bay National Park and its aquamarine waters and 
coastal vegetation, an old quarry that is surprisingly rich in native flora, and a visit 
to Banksia Farm in Mount Barker with its famous botanic garden. There will also 
be a stop at a secret orchid spot. 
 

 Excursion option 3: Porongurup National Park and Cheynes Beach  
 

Porongurup National Park has a rich diversity of soil types and therefore habitats, 
and usually spectacular fields of wildflowers at this time of year – as well as 
delicate orchids that flourish on the lower slopes.  Lovers of the coast will enjoy 
the rugged Cheynes Beach, where one might spot whales and birds after hunting 
for wildflowers in the coastal heath. 

 
Pre- and Post- Conference Tours 
 
Conference delegates have the chance to get even closer to WA’s spectacular flora 
by booking a tour before or after the Conference.  There are one-way tours, running 
from Perth to Albany before the Conference, or after the Conference from Albany to 
Perth. These tours are ideal for those who want to start in Perth but don’t want the 
hassle of driving.  There is also a tour that starts in Albany and explores the rugged 
south coast before returning to Albany. 
 

http://albany.wa.gov.au/news/albany-snares-spot-as-top-wa-destination
http://albany.wa.gov.au/news/albany-snares-spot-as-top-wa-destination


 Tour 1 - Kwongan and Woodland Tour   
 

Experience the natural wonders and history of Western Australia’s Wheatbelt 
and Inland Southern Heaths - part of a global biodiversity hotspot which 
includes inland sandplains dominated by heath and scrub-heath vegetation; 
the Wheatbelt region with its wetlands; granite outcrops; remnant woodlands 
of Wandoo, York Gum, Salmon Gum, Casuarina; and spectacular wildflower 
displays.  These habitats provide spectacular, sweeping sceneries and are 
home to many unique and endemic plant species such as Grevilleas, Hakeas, 
Eucalypts, Acacias, Philothecas, and the Asteraceae family.   Perth-Albany or 
Albany-Perth 
 

 Tour 2 - Granites and Lowlands Tour 
 
Discover hidden gems of Western Australia’s Darling Scarp forest, Kwongan 
heathlands and woodlands of the Western Wheatbelt on this tour, exploring 
the majestic granite and dolerite hills of the Darling Scarp before heading into 
the Wheatbelt area to visit remnant woodland and Kwongan vegetation. 
These destinations will provide stunning sceneries of the Swan Coastal Plain 
and are usually awash with wildflowers.  Perth-Albany or Albany-Perth. 
 

 Tour 3 - Heathlands and Barrens Tour 
 
The natural wonders and flora of the Southern Mallee shrublands and heaths 
are part of global and national biodiversity hotspots which include coastal 
plains, colourful breakaways, rugged peaks and headlands, as well as stunning 
bays and inlets along WA’s wild southern coast.  These habitats are home to 
many unique and endemic plant species.  Spectacular sceneries are one of the 
highlights of this tour, travelling from Albany along the wild southern coast to 
Esperance and return.  
 

 Tour 4 - Coasts and Forests Tour 
 
This global biodiversity hotspot in the southwest includes forests of Jarrah, 
Karri, Tingle, Wandoo and Tuart, as well as an array of estuarine, coastal and 
riverine landscapes.  Walk among some of WA’s tallest trees and to see many 
unique plant species, some of which have adapted to their specific location. 
Salt lakes can also be found in the area, which are home to one of the oldest 
forms of life on earth.  Perth-Albany or Albany-Perth. 

 
The tour itineraries, prices and dates can be downloaded from the Conference 
website here. (www.bloomingbiodiversity.com.au)   
 
 
 

http://www.bloomingbiodiversity.com.au/


Other events 
 
The Albany Wildflower Show, with over 500 wildflower specimens on display 
organised by the Albany Branch of the Wildflower Society, will be held in the week 
leading up to the Conference so that delegates can visit on the Friday or Saturday 
before the Conference begins.   
 
The Wildflower Society is also sponsoring the ‘True to Nature’ art show featuring 
botanical art by Bryony Fremlin, Maxine Holman, Penny Leech, Philippa Nikulinsky, 
Margaret Pieroni and Katrina Syme, which will run concurrent with the Conference. 
 
Contact information: 
 
ANPSA ‘Blooming Biodiversity’ 2019 Conference Committee 
Wildflower Society of Western Australia Inc 
enquiry@wildflowersocietywa.org.au 
Phone: (08) 9383 7979 - office opening hours: Tuesday and Thursday 10am – 2.30pm 
 
Committee Member:  Margaret Matthews (ANPSA President-elect) – 0402 105 649 
 
Committee Member:  Geoff Corrick (WSWA President) – 0458 670 614 
 
Blooming Biodiversity Conference Keynote Speaker:  Greg Keighery – 9381-4062 
 
Greg Keighery is available for media interview by prior arrangement through the 
Conference Committee contacts above. 
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